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Washington Highlights 


Already cleared for action of the 
House is a bill designed to give 
ownership of lands beneath the mar- 
ginal seas to the states. The House 
Rules Committee adopted a proced- 
ure calling for three hours of general 
debate and allowing amendments to 
be offered from the floor. Under 
the legislation is given state owner- 
ship and control of the tidelands 
despite opinions of the Supreme 
Court that the Federal Government 
has paramount right to the oil and 
other minerals beneath the marginal 
seas off the coastal states. The high 
court ruled first in the California 
case four years ago and reaffirmed 
its position six weeks ago in the 
case of Texas and Louisiana. Con- 
gress first passed a state ownership 
measure while the California case 
was pending in the courts. The 
President vetoed it. The House 
passed two years ago a second bill 
to surrender the lands in question 
to the states but it died in a Senate 
committee. Governor Allen Shivers 
of Texas cited the tidelands igsue as 
affording a pertinent and effective 
illustration of the dwindling signifi- 
cance of the rights of the state. At 
the annual Governors’ Conference at 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., he 
said: “How far the theory of Fed- 
eral ownership and control will be 
projected I am not prepared to pre- 
dict. I only know that in at least 
one occasion it has already nullified 
an explicit agreement between 
United States and an Independent 
Republic.” The Governor urged his 
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hearers to study this trend toward 
centralization of Government in this 
country and try to determine, before 


it is too late, whether this is the en- 


tering wedge of socialization of our 
basic political power and the nation- 
alization of our resources. 





California Senator Downey has 
recommended Superior Judge Wil- 
liam M. Byrne of Los Angeles for 
appointment to the Federal Court 
bench. President Truman is to name 
a successor to the late Judge J. F. T. 
O’Connor. In a letter to the Presi- 
dent, Downey wrote, “Judge Byrne 
enjoys the respect and confidence of 
the bench and bar of Southern Cali- 
fornia and I can assure you his ap- 
pointment would be received favor- 
ably by both.” 





The new tax bill leaves undis- 
turbed the 27%4 per cent depletion 
allowance for oil and gas operators 
for income tax purposes. In writing 
the new bill, the House Ways com- 
mittee rejected after protracted 
study, a recommendation by Presi- 
dent Truman that the depletion al- 
lowance be cut 15 per cent. 





The resolution of Representative 
Sabath, Democrat of Illinois, has 
received House approval. It author- 
izes the creation of a special com- 
mittee to investigate effects of 
chemicals, insecticides, and chemical 
fertilizer on the growth of food 
crops. The inquiry will be made by 


a group of seven House members 
whose appointments will be made 
by Speaker Sam Rayburn, Demo- 


crat of Texas. 





Federal economists have predicted 
that July employment will break 
all records. June employment, as 
reported by the U. S. Census 
Bureau, rolled up to 61,482,000, 
second highest in history and only 
133,000 short of the July, 1948, rec- 


ord. 





The U. S. Geological Survey has 
made available a new information 
folder on topographic maps. A prime 
objective of the Geological Survey 
is to supply in the not too distant 
future a complete atlas of 15-minute 
topographic quadrangle maps cov- 
ering the entire United States. 





Report from the Dominion Bureau 
of Statistics of Canada received here 
disclosed production. of crude oil 
and natural gasoline'in Canada av- 
eraged 70,430 barrels a day in the 
first three months of 1950. This 
compared with,50,500 barrels a day 
in the like period of last year. 





Many Government officials and 
employees got no holiday July 4 
because of the Korean crisis. Thou- 
sands worked in the Defense De- 
partment just as they did over the 
week end preceding Independence 
Day. 
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Drilling at 3700 ft. with 3% in. pipe near 
Newcastle, Wyo., this Cardwell Trailerig has 
twin Waukesha 6-WAKU power units. Owner, 
B. F. Allison Drilling Co., Graham, Texas. 


* 


POWER lis 


The Cardwell TRAILERIG is modern, com- 

plete, compact! entirely self-contained! port- ' 

ability plus! Recommended by its makers for << 
drilling to 5000 ft. with 414 in. drill pipe and 
workover jobs to 10,000 ft. Equipped with 90 ft. 

telescoping mast and mud pump drive. Double 

drum drawworks has twin Waukesha 6-WAKU 

Power Units, each one putting out better than 

200 hp. at the peaks. Air disc clutches in both 

ends of drum provide high and low drum speeds 

operated by single lever. All necessary hoisting, Model 6-WAKU 


mud pump and table speeds available simulta- =a 
neously. Waukesha Super-Duty Sixes for depend- a” ott ae aoe 


able drilling. Get Bulletin 1139. at 1300 rpm., burns 


gas or gasoline. 
WAUKESHA on COMPANY, eee Wis. 
NEW YORK TULSA LOS ANGELES 


WAUKESHA 


Fully portable without dismantling 
block, mast or Waukesha engines. 
8’ wide, 59’ 3” long. a 6” high, 


Rie e , A 75,000 Ib: 


GB ms. 
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“Let's Speak Out” 


Two Wars 


There are two dangerous wars 
being waged in the world today. 
One is the war being waged by the 
governments of Russia and her sat- 
ellites against the free peoples of 
the world. The other is the war be- 
ing waged by certain politicians and 
bureaucrats in the government of 
the United States against the busi- 
ness interests of our country. 

These two wars are alike in many 
respects. Both are immoral and dis- 
honest, based upon a strategy of 
trickery and deceit. Both are reac- 
tionary, opposed to progress, op- 
posed to a wider distribution of the 
good things of life to the people of 
the world. Both constitute threats 
to our personal freedoms and liber- 
ties. 


Both are dangerous and inter-re- . 
lated in their aspect of danger. In 
two world wars, American industry 
poured out such an abundance of 
material that those wars were won, 
despite the bungling of government. 
Now, if the politicians win their 


war against American industry, it 
may be that our business structure 
will be so weakened that we will 
invite a third world war. It is well 
known that the greatest hope of the 
Kremlin is for a weak American 
economy. It may be that the Wash- 
ington bureaucrats are enemies of 
America in the same sense as are 
the Russians. 


War on Business 


That is why it is so important 
that American business fight this 
war vigorously and continuously. It 
has been our custom to tolerate the 
incompetence, the inefficiency, the 
waste of the people’s resources, the 
vote-buying and noise-making of 
the government and just to say, 
“Well, that’s politics for you.” 
With the condition of the world 
what it is, it is too risky to continue 
that attitude, and American busi- 
ness must engage in an all-out cam- 
paign to resist the political attack 
upon it and to establish decency in 
government. 

The battleground of the campaign 
is public opinion. The enemy has 
a head-start on us. While American 
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businessmen have been busy pro- 
ducing and distributing goods and 
services the people want in a vol- 
ume far greater than in any other 
place in the world at any other time 
in history, these termites in gov- 
ernment have been equally busy un- 
dermining the foundations of our 
business structure. You know their 
tactics, the political speeches about 
“special interests,” the persecution 
of businessmen in government jobs, 
the harassment of businessmen by 
congressional committees, the 
snoopings and investigations by bu- 
reaucrats, the filing of lawsuits. It 
can not be denied that they have 
won important victories. They have 
bamboozled many into believing 
that most businessmen spend most 
of their time plotting against the 
public welfare, that it is somehow 
immoral and indecent to make a 
profit, that all good comes from gov- 
ernment and all bad from business. 
Most of these victories have been 
won by default. We haven’t strug- 
gled very hard, for two principal 
reasons. First, we have been too 
busy. Second, we have been reluct- 
ant to fight back at public officials 


because of our traditional respect 
for their high offices. Now, I be- 
lieve we must divert some of our 
time to this fight and I believe that 
we do not owe any respect to pub- 
lic officials who are not respectable. 

So, I ask you to join with me in 
this battle. Let us tell our story so 
clearly and so convincingly that the 
people will again know that it is not 
government but business that feeds 
and clothes and shelters them, that 
provides all of the good things of 
life to them; it is business which 
must make good the otherwise em- 
pty promises of the politicians for 
social security; it is in business that 
opportunities for real public service 
lie ; that it is from business that pro- 
gress toward a better future for all 
of us will come. 

It is in that spirit that I am-here 
today to discuss one of the battles 
of the campaign—The West Coast 
oil antitrust suit, and quite frankly, 
to ask for your support in the cam- 
paign the General Petroleum Cor- 
poration is going to undertake to 
tell our story to the public. 


Uncertain And Contradictory Laws 

This campaign must be carried to 
the people because only the people, 
through their elected representa- 
tives in the Congress of the United 
States, can stop the war of the bu- 
reaucrats against business. I want 
it clearly understood that I believe 
in antitrust laws and their strict en- 
forcement. I am opposed to mon- 
opoly and restraint of trade. What 
I object to, and what must be cor- 
rected by the Congress, is the im- 
possible situation very well de- 
scribed by Commissioner Lowell 
Mason, formerly Chairman of the 
Federal Trade Commission, when 
he said, “American business is be- 
ing harassed, bled, and even black- 
jacked under a preposterous crazy- 
quilt system of laws, many of which 
are unintelligible, unenforceable- 
and unfair. There is such a welter 
of laws governing interstate com- 
merce that the Government literally 
can find some charge to bring 
against any concern it chooses to 
prosecute. I say that this system is 
an outrage and that it is time the 
Government did something sensible 
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about bringing its own operations up 
to the same standards of ethics that 
it expects of business.” 

The uncertainty of the law was 
described by Supreme Court Jus- 
tice Jackson when he was head of 
the Antitrust Division of the De- 
partment of Justice, as follows: “It 
is impossible for a lawyer to de- 
termine what business conduct will 
be pronounced lawful by the Courts. 
This situation is embarrassing to 
businessmen wishing to obey the 
law and to Government officials at- 
tempting to enforce it.” 


It used to be that, if all else failed, 
the binding solution of the case 
would inevitably be found in the 
Supreme Court decision. We have 
lost that assurance. In the last 
twelve years the Supreme Court has 
overruled its own decisions in 30 
cases. In the last three years there 
have been 86 5-to-4 decisions, so if 
one judge leaves the bench maybe 
his replacement will make it possi- 
ble for the Court to reverse itself in 
those 86 cases. In the 1948-1949 ses- 
sion of the Court, there were dis- 
senting opinions in 74% of the cases. 


Let me give you an example of 
perfect contradiction. In a Federal 
Trade Commission case against 
Standard Oil Company of Indiana, 
sustained by the Circuit Court, the 
Commission ordered Standard to 
discontinue selling gasoline to any 
jobber who resold to its retail cus- 
tomers at a price lower than Stand- 
ard’s price to its retailers, thus re- 
quiring Standard to maintain resale 
price control over the jobber. Now, 
let me read one of the government 
prayers in the West Coast oil anti- 
trust suit just filed. “That defend- 
ant majors and each of them be 
completely and perpetually enjoined 
from using any plan, program, prac- 
tice or device which has either the 
purpose or effect of establishing or 
maintaining resale prices of gasoline 
and other refined petroleum pro- 
ducts at either the wholesale or re- 
tail selling levels.” So—if we have 
a resale price maintenance policy 
the Antitrust boys will be after us 
and if we do not have a resale price 
maintenance policy, the Federal 
Trade Commission boys will be 
after us! 


The West Coast Oil Antitrust Suit 
It is out of this confusion of law 
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that the West Coast oil antitrust 
suit has been produced. The liter- 
ary style of the complaint is the us- 
ual one, a combination of a Hitler 
speech and a Pravda editorial. The 
statement of so-called facts is a 
curious combination of truth, half- 
truth and falsehood. The conclu- 
sions from the alleged facts are uni- 
formly inaccurate. The remedies 
demanded are of mixed nature— 
some disastrous to the public in- 
terest, some contradictory to others, 
some impossible, some just fool- 
ish. The easiest way to describe 
the charges of wrong-doing is to 
say that the complaint is that every 
thing we do is illegal. That isn’t 
exactly accurate, but it is pretty 
close to accuracy. Then there are 
the usual charges of conspiracy, 
monopoly and restraint of trade. 

The complaint is 44 pages long, 
the . government lawyers guessed 
that it would be a year and a half 
before it comes to trial and that it 
will take six months to try the case. 
Under those circumstances, I do 
not think that you expect a com- 
plete trial of the case in a 30-minute 
talk, but I believe that you will be 
interested in a few examples of 
charges and facts. 


Conservation of Oil 


Besides the seven major oil com- 
panies, the other defendant in this 
case is the Conservation Committee 
of California Oil Producers. This 
committee has an interesting his- 
tory. This activity started many 
years ago to bring about better 
crude oil production practices look- 
ing to an increase in the ultimate 
recovery of oil from the California 
oil fields. The Committee is made 
up of technical people who receive 
information from all of the individ- 
uals and companies operating in an 
oil field as to rates of production, 
water content of the fluid produced, 
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bottom-hole pressures, and similar 
information and from these data, 
determine the maximum efficient 
rate at which wells in the field 
should be produced. Recommenda- 
tions, which are merely advisory, 
are then made to the operators in 
the field. The activities of this Com- 
mittee have been an important fac- 
tor in assuring an abundant supply 
of oil products to the Pacific Coast 
states. Now, this complaint charges 
that this committee is a conspiracy 
dominated by the major companies 
and it demands that it be dissolved. 
These activities have continued over 
a period of many years. The work 
of the Committee covers the opera- 
tions of the 1000 or more individual 
crude oil producers in California, 
it publishes its recommendations, 
it makes public reports, it has been 
investigated by a Congressional 
committee which praised its opera- 
tions, the United States Navy has 
said in effect that it is a vital factor 
in national defense, it was made 
an arm of the Federal Government 
during World War II as part of the 
Petroleum Administration for War. 
Does this record sound like a con- 
spiracy? 


Domination of the Conservation 
Committee 


As to domination of the Commit- 
tee by the major companies, only 7 
of the 32 members of the Commit- 
tee are employees of the major com- 
panies and, by the rules of the Com- 
mittee, only one employee of a com- 
pany can be a member of the Com- 
mittee. Does that sound like dom- 
ination? 

The suit demands that this Com- 


‘mittee be dissolved and that noth- 


ing like it be ever established. | 
tell you that this suit is worse than 
bad—it is a criminal attack on con- 
servation itself. 

Blunderbuss Broadside of Charges 


I said that the charges cover 
about all of the activities of the oil 
companies. This is the now familiar 
technique of firing a blunderbuss 
broadside of charges in the hope 
that, in the confusion of contradic- 
tory law, one or two of them will 
stick and then a great victory can 
be announced. That technique is, 
of course, thoroughly dishonest, but 
it leads to some amusing contra- 
dictions. For example, the com- 
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plaint charges that the major com- 
panies do not let the independents 
use our pipe lines and that is bad 
and illegal. Then it charges that 
the major companies do let the in- 
dependents use our refineries and 
that is bad and illegal. 


Monopoly Control 

The complaint charges that the 
seven major companies are a mon- 
opoly. This fiction is based on the 
principle of addition. If you add up 
the activities of enough companies, 
you can finally work up to 100%. 
In the case of the West Coast oil 
industry, if you add up the produc- 
tion, transportation, refining and 
marketing volumes of the seven 
largest companies, it is true that 
you will get some very respectable 
proportions of the total oil business 
done, from about 50% of crude oil 
production to about 90% of tank- 
ship operation. But what does that 
prove? You can get the same re- 
sult in any of our mass production 
industries. Add up enough automo- 
bile or steel or chemical or moving 
picture or pretzel-bending compan- 
ies, and you can prove the same 
thing. 

Concert of Action 

Even the antitrust boys realize 
that they have to show that the sev- 
en separate companies are really 
one. They know that they can’t 
show any conspiracy or agreement 
between the companies because 
there just is no such animal, so they 
fall back on the “concert of action” 
theory and say that because we all 
carry on our businesses in about 
the same way and charge about the 
10 O.S. with Antique on 11 pt slug 
same prices, that proves that we are 
really one. It proves no such thing 
—in fact, it proves active competi- 
tion. All reputable economists are 
agreed on that. In a speech at Bos- 
ton just last week, Secretary of 
Commerce Sawyer said, “Metre sim- 
ilarity or so-called ‘parallelism’ of 
action should not be penalized un- 
less such parallelism can be shown 
to be based upon collusion to re- 
strict effective competition. Parall- 
elism is likely, in a normal compe- 
titive situation, to result from in- 
formed competition. Similar condi- 
tions result in similar action if there 
is adequate knowledge. When sup- 
ply is adequate, prices and terms 
on standard goods tend to become 
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uniform at any given moment at the 
level most favorable to the buyer 
. . . There is no reason, therefore, 
to condemn mere parellelism of ac- 
tion as indicating a lack of effective 
competition.” The Secretary should 
be a pretty good witness for us on 
that point. 





But you do not have to be an 
economist or a Secretary of Com- 
merce to understand that. Every 
service station operator has that 
one figured out. He knows what 
the price sign of his competitor 
across the street says. Both he and 
his competitor know that neither of 
them can get any more for an equal 
quality of gasoline and equal serv- 
ice than can the other—all of this 
adds up to generally uniform prices, 
and the service station operator will 
tell you that that is competition— 
not conspiracy. 

I am willing to admit that we 
watch our competitors pretty close- 
ly—we watch their oil wells while 
they are drilling, we watch their 
production rates and practices, we 
buy samples of their products and 
test them, we try to know as much 
as possible about their business. 
Let one of them find out a cheaper 
way to produce oil or move it about 
or refine it or sell it, let one of them 
improve their product or their serv- 
ice to the public—we work on it 
until we have matched or bettered 
their practice. And they are doing 
the same to us, we know. This is 
bound to result in more or less uni- 
form procedures. We call that com- 
petition—not conspiracy. 

Attack on Size 

I think that we can get the clue 
to the core of this suit in the nature 
of these monopoly charges. There 
are a considerable number of other 
smaller competitors in the Pacific 
Coast oil industry. They all oper- 
ate more or less in the same manner 
as do the major companies. They 
do the same things we do, but they 


are not being sued. This is not an 
attack on us because of the way we 
are organized or because of what 
we are doing. It is an attack on size, 
a part of the campaign against many 
of the successful companies of the 
country. 

Big business is a human institu- 
tion and I suppose that it has about 
the same concentration of faults as 
little business or any other group of 
human beings. But, on balance, the 
record of big business is impressive, 
because it has successfully supplied 
the people with an abundance of 
the products of the mass production 
technique. It is this technique 
which has made it possible for us 
to win two world wars and to at- 
tain a peace-time standard of living 
beyond the dreams of any other peo- 
ple, at any other place, at any other 
time. 

Disintegration 

This suit is not aimed at the cor- 
rection of real or imaginary abuses, 
it is aimed at the complete destruc- 
tion of the oil companies, their dis- 
integration into little pieces. We 
would be required to convert our 
gathering systems, our pipelines, 
our tank-ships, our marine term- 
inals, and warehouses to public 
utility status. Wé would be re- 
quired to sell all of our marketing 
facilities, bulk plants, and service 
stations. Attorney General Mc- 
Grath told reporters that this is a 
suit to separate oil industry produc- 
tion, refining, transportation, and 
marketing, and that similar suits 
will be filed in other regions. This 
suit is not a medical treatment, not 
a surgical operation—it is designed 
to kill the patient. 

The physical facts of oil, that it 
is a heavy, bulk material, that it is 
a liquid, have dictated the inte- 
grated organization which is typi- 
cal of the oil industry, both large 
and small companies. For every 
sound business reason, oil must flow 
from the bottom of the oil well to 
the service station pump or the oil 
burner in a steady, continuous. 
movement. It must never stop. 
There are wide differences in sea- 
sonal demand for different oil pro- 
ducts, but oil wells and pipe lines 
and refineries and ships must oper- 
ate at steady rates every hour of 
every day to supply economically 
the oil needs of the people. The 
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SINGLE SHOT SURVEY 
INSTRUMENTS 


REGULAR TYPE—This instrument is favored because 
of its simplicity of operation. The drilling crew can load, 
unload, and develop the recording discs in daylight. The 
discs are easy to read and simple to interpret. It is the 
most dependable survey instrument available. 


SMALL TYPE—This instrument is used with retractable 
coring equipment, with non-magnetic drill collars, or 
special trigger bits. Its use results in substantial savings 
in rig time. Its operation is identical to that of the regu- 
lar type instrument. 


These instruments are used— 


1. On all directional drilling operations for checking 
the course of the well. 


2. To accurately record the course of the well as it is 
drilled in order to straighten the bore if necessary. 


3. As a means of securing information to insure correct 
bottom hole spacing on a lease. 


4, For determining the correct location of all points in 
the well in reference to the geological structure. 


5. In orienting cores to correct for the true drift and 
deviation of the well bore. 


1S OUR 20TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


DRIFT INDICATORS 


TYPE ““W” DRIFT INDICATOR—The Type “W” is a 
mechanical instrument which eliminates the use of bat- 
teries, light bulbs, and photo sensitive discs. The instru- 
ment incorporates a patented self-checking design which 
enables it to make two recordings. This feature insures 
that an incorrect reading will not be accepted. 


TYPE “M” DRIFT INDICATOR—This instrument re- 
cords photographically, and due to the length of the ex- 
posure necessary to make a recording, the operator is 
assured of a true reading. If the instrument’s plumb bob 
is in motion, no record is obtained. 


These instruments are used— 


1. To determine that the well is drilled within the drift 
limits specified in the contract. 


2. As an assurance that there are no “doglegs” left in a 
straight well after it is drilled. 


3. For economy. They are the most inexpensive straight- 
hole surveying instruments available. 


4, In drilling a well on a flat structure to assure that 
the hole is moderately straight. After drilling is com- 
pleted, a Multiple Shot survey is run to determine 
the exact course of the well. 


EASTMAN offers you dependable instruments, service and results! 


These instruments are rented to operators and drilling contractors, complete with supplies and acces- 
sories. Frequent calls are made at the well by experienced Eastman service men to insure satisfactory 


operation of the equipment. 
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integrated type of business organi- 
zation is the best there is for this 
kind of material. 
| Disintegration of the oil business 
‘will block this smooth, continuous 
operation and substitute for it, a 
series of jerky, spasmodic actions. 
It will make it illegal to use some 
plant facilities installed to serve the 
public well, it will require new in- 
'yestments in unnecessary duplica- 
‘tion of plants, it will stop the con- 
“struction of needed facilities. It is 
' bound to affect adversely employ- 
Iment conditions and_ financial 
‘strength of the industry. It is 
“bound to affect adversely adequacy 
"of product supply and quality of 
"service to the public. It will cost 
more to do a worse public job. It 
| will result in a completely chaotic 
' condition. ) 
' But the chaos in operations is 
‘not the worst feature of this pro- 
' posal. In these demands, these bu- 
/reaucrats reach a new high in dis- 
| playing their cynical contempt for 
© constitutional procedure. The Con- 
' stitution of the United States says, 
' “All legislative powers herein 
' granted shall be vested in a Con- 
' gress of the United States.” There 
| isn’t a Congressional Act which 
| says that any oil company can not 
| be organized as it is. There isn’t 
| a law which provides the penalties 
demanded. If a sincere group of 
' men were to be convinced that the 
_ welfare of the country would be ad- 
' vanced by disintegration of the oil 
' industry, the straight-forward, hon- 
' est way to accomplish disintegra- 
' tion is for Congress to pass a law 
| doing just that. 
| Congress has had that opportun- 
' ity. Bills for the disintegration of 
_ the oil industry have been presented 
| in every Congress for about 15 
» years. Hearings have been held but 
Congress has refused to take such 
action. The method now tsed by 
_ these bureaucrats is to accomplish 
| through the courts something which 
| the Congress has not authorized. 


Importance of Oil 


_ I have said that these little peo- 
) ple of Washington are waging a 
' dangerous war against American 
business. It is particularly danger- 
ous when they fool with oil, be- 
cause oil has, rather suddenly, be- 
come of tremendous importance in 
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the lives of the people of the world. 

Oil is energy. It is the use of 
astronomic volumes of energy in 
agriculture, in extractive industries, 
in manufacturing, in transportation, 
in commerce, in entertainment, in 
our homes, and in our social life 
that has made it possible for the 
United States to be the strongest, 
the most productive nation in the 
world and has provided us with the 
highest standard of living known 
at any time in world history at any 
place in the world. It is energy ap- 
plied by man to tools which has 
multiplied the productivity of our 
land, and of the labor of our peo- 


In recent years, the oil industry 
has assumed the principal role in 
the supply of energy to the Ameri- 
can people. Thirty years ago, oil 
supplied 18% of American energy 
—it now supplies 56%. In the same 
period, water power has increased 
from 4% to 6%, while coal has 
fallen from 78% to 38%. In the 
Western States, oil, is of even great- 
er relative importance, supplying 
90% of the energy requirements of 
this area. Here in Portland, you 
are justifiably proud of the hydro- 
electric development of the Colum- 
bia River, but the people of Oregon 
and Washington get 10 times as 
much energy from oil as they do 
from the entire Columbia project. 
Oil is pretty important to you. 

You, of course, know that oil is 
important in war, but I wonder if 
you realize just how important it is. 
Just one statistic. If you add up the 
weight of everything that goes to 
make up an overseas army—men, 
guns, ammunition, airplanes, loco- 
motives, food, clothing, tanks, 
trucks, oil—everything—what pro- 
portion of the total would you sup- 
pose is oil? The answer is “Over 
60%.” It is no accident that oil 
occupies such a large position in 
political and military strategic plan- 


ning by the governments of the 
world. 

Neither is it an accident that the 
American oil industry has been able 
to do the enormous job of meeting 
the increasing requirements of the 
people in peace and in war. The 
record is one of which every oil 
man can be proud. Let us look at 
the record and see how the obliga- 
tions of the oil business have been 
met. 

The Record of Oil 

First, as to the war record. I 
quote from a letter from the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff—“To the entire 
American petroleum industry, deep 
appreciation and admiration for the 
superb contribution which has been 
made to the victory of the United 
States by providing in full and on 
time the vast flood of petroleum 
products required by the Armed 
Forces during World War II. 

“The fulfillment of this gigantic 
task was without question one of 
the great industrial accomplish- 
ments in the history of warfare 

..at no time did the Services 
lack for oil in the proper quanti- 
ties, in the proper kinds and at the 
proper places ...no branch of 
American industry achieved a 
prouder war record.” 

And do you remember V-J Day? 
and that on the very next day, all 
war-time rationing of oil products 
was abandoned? The oil industry, 
without delay or strain, converted 
to peace time activities. 

Then, the appetite of the Ameri- 
can people for more and more oil 
continued to grow. Since the war, 
the industry has poured more than 
5 billion dollars into new and ex- 
panded facilities to find and pro- 
duce and transport and refine and 
distribute oil to meet the growing 
demands. And how they grew. Our 
per capita consumption of oil pro- 
ducts in 1949 was 30 per cent great- 
er than in 1941. At present, the 
United States alone is using more 
oil than the entire world, including 
the United States, did ten years 
ago. Despite the official warnings 
of the government bureaus, who 
can’t look into the oil future be- 
yond yesterday, there never has 
been a peace-time oil shortage, and 
if the oil industry can remain free 
from the withering blight of gov- 
ernment control, there never will 


Page 7 





} New Cosden Cat Cracker 


Runs West Texas Gas Oi! 
By R. L. Tollett 


President, 
Cosden Petroleum Corporation 


Tie FIRST fluid catalytic cracking unit 
ever built to operate exclusively on gas 
oil from West Texas crudes went on 
stream at our Big Spring, ‘Texas, refinery 

in November of last 


- = 2 — . di ‘ 
IN ANY REFINERY BP ibucing 2.600 to 


2,800 b/d of gaso- 


IMPROVEMENT PLAN eee "The unit was or- 


iginally designed on 

Soe ‘ the basis of a 6,000 

si » b/d charge rate and 

A UCP PROCESS a 50 percent conver- 

: a ; sion to produce 

os : : : 2,460 b/d of gaso- 

T re) P Ss E RVI CE ; R. L. Tollett line. In actual oper- 

¥ ation, however, the 

s : : charge rate was decreased to about5,200 

: b/d and the conversion increased to 
about 65 percent. 

The following table, covering a re- 

cent week’s run, shows the actual yield 


of the various products compared with 


the design figures: 
Actual 
Design Actual Vol. % 


Raw oil charged 6000 5187 100 
Gasoline 2460 2627 50.7 
Light cycle stock 1950 1427 

Heavy cycle stock 1050 249 

Slurry oil 123 
Conversion % 50 65.3 




















During a typical 24-hour run, the 

results were as follows: 
Barrelss/d Vol. % 

Raw oil charged 5170 100 
Gasoline (10.5 R v.p.) 2810 54.5 
Light cycle stock 1450 28.1 
Heavy cycle stock 280 5.45 
Slurry oil 200 3.85 





Modernization Program 


' The new cat cracker is the heart of an 
improvement program planned late in 
1948. Our objective was to modernize 
our facilities to produce a gasoline that 
would meet the requirements of the 
high compression engines of today and 
of the future. Consultation with Uni- 
versal Oil Products enabled us to set up 
a four point program of modernization 
which included these steps: 





1) Installation of a vacuum distilla- 
tion unit. 


2) Installation of a gas concentration 
unit consisting of a new gas absorption 
system and adaptation of existing sta- 
bilizer to new service. 

3) Revamping and enlarging of the 
existing catalytic polymerization unit. 

4) Installation of the cat cracker. 
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The first three steps were necessary to 
supply feed to the projected cat cracker, 
designed to crack 6,000 b/d, and to 
handle its products. Design and engi- 
neering of the entire program was en- 
trusted to Universal Oil Products Com- 
pany and the cat cracker is built to 
UOP’s improved fluid design. 


Run 17,500 b/d 


The refinery is presently running 
about 17,500 b/d of crude from the 
Howard-Glasscock, East Howard and 
Benedum fields. 

Because of the average high sulfur 
content of these crudes, the vacuum 
tower is completely alloy-lined and the 
furnace tubes are chrome alloy. It was 
designed to handle 7,300 barrels of re- 
duced crude of 22° API gravity and 
existing equipment was used as far as 
possible in the new construction. 

Reduced crude is taken directly from 
the crude still and pumped through the 
vacuum unit heater into the vacuum 
unit fractionating column. About 5,400 
barrels of 28° API gravity vacuum gas 
oil are taken overhead from the tower 
while about 2,200 barrels of asphalt are 
withdrawn from the bottom of the 
tower. This asphalt is blown and blend- 
ed for the manufacture of specification 
road oils and asphalts, roofing asphalts 
and commercial asphalt fluxes of vari- 
ous types. 

The gas concentration system consists 
of low and intermediate pressure re- 
ceivers, compressors, absorbers, stabil- 
izer and deethanizer. 

Gases from the cat cracker are com- 
pressed in two stages to about 200 
pounds pressure per square inch. They 
pass through the primary absorber 
where they are contacted with O.H. re- 
ceiver liquid, and then into the sponge 
absorber. Sponge oil is light cycle stock 
which is returned to the main fraction- 
ator for stripping. Primary absorber 
bottoms go to the stabilizer. Overhead 
from the stabilizer joins with a similar 
stream from the thermal cracking de- 
butanizer and the mixture passes into 
the deethanizer, which was designed to 
remove the major part of the H.S as 
well as the ethane from the C; and C, 
hydrocarbons which are withdrawn 
from the bottom of the deethanizer as 
feed for the poly unit. Up to 90 percent 
of the H.S is removed from this stream 
by the deethanizer. Deethanizer bottoms 
contain 150 to 160 gr. H:S per 100 SCF. 

The C; and C, fractions pass through 
a caustic and a water wash on their way 
to the poly unit. The caustic treatment 


removes the remaining HS and the | ne 
water takes out the ater com- UNIVERSAL Oil PRODUCTS COMPANY 


pont. oP) General Offices: 310 S. MICHIGAN AVENUE, CHICAGO 4, ILL., U.S.A. 


The poly unit is daily processing : 
edisectaancety (AGM taneate 8 teu, LABORATORIES: RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS 


yielding about 410 barrels of polymer Universal Service Protects Your Refinery 
gasoline having a Research octane num- 
ber of 97 clear. 
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The Perfo-Jet charge gives 
you larger, cleaner perfora- 
tions for better production 
because the jet formed by 
the conically shaped charge 
reaches deeper into the zone. 


BJ research and development 
engineers continually work 
ahead on new methods, new 
techniques, new equipment 
...new ways and means to 
provide proven methods for 
even better perforating. These 
proven developments insure 
better results for the industry. 


Byron Jackson Co. 


Since 1872 
LOS ANGELES 54, CALIFORNIA 
LOS ANGELES BASIN: Phone JE 2596, JE 6171, Ext. 326; 


SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY: Phone Bakersfield 2-5911; 
COASTAL DISTRICTS: Phone (Los Angeles) JE 2596 


gives you these 


lus advantages 
_- 





























BJ Perfo-Jet crews are more 
highly trained, have more 
experience. And they operate 
the finest perforating equip- 
ment in the field. These two 
factors combine to protect 
your well investment on any 
perforating work. 


fast service 


Operators like the way Perfo- 
Jet crews reduce down time 
to a minimum. BJ os 
Service offers streamlined 
operation ... on and off your 
rig faster... puts your well 


s9@ \on production faster. Do it 


right the first time... 





be a peace-time oil shortage, for as 
long as it makes any difference to 
you and to me. 

No one can claim that we have 
failed in our social obligation to 
produce an abundance of our pro- 
ducts and to make them readily 
available for the use of the people. 

There are other standards by 
which our social performance can 
be judged. 

One is the quality of our pro- 
ducts. These have been steadily 
improved and have made workable 
the improvements in engine design, 
the high speeds at which the ma- 
chinery of industry can operate and 
the other factors which steadily in- 
crease the per-man-hour production 
of our economic system. 

The scope of our services has 
been constantly expanded by the 
development of new uses. When 
the war needs required synthetic 
rubber to replace natural rubber, 
and toluene for explosives, and 100- 
octane gasoline, the oil industry 
supplied those needs. When the rail- 
roads changed from steam to die- 
sel engines, the new fuel was ready 
for them. We are meeting new 
demands for fertilizers, alcohols, 
commercial solvents, plastic ma- 
terials, synthetic fibers. The nylon 
stockings of the ladies are made 
from oil, and air and water. When 
it became popular to eat these new 
anti-histaminic cold pills, the oil 
industry was ready with plenty of 
thiophene, one of the important in- 
gredients of these pills. 

The progressive quality of our 
industry is perhaps best demon- 
strated by the research efforts of 
our laboratories. At an annual cost 
of about 100 million dollars, there 
have come from this effort import- 
ant advances in fundamental knowl- 
edge and applied technology. In 
this. work, some 15,000 scientists 
and engineers are searching out the 
secrets of nature, working to re- 
duce costs, to improve products and 
techniques to design new tools; here 
the promise of a better world is be- 
ing created. 

But the oil business is not just 
for the Ph.D’s. It provides oppor- 
tunity for useful employment to a 
great variety of talents and skills. 
There is an importance and a dig- 
nity about an oil man no matter 
where he is on the organization 
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chart, because he is participating 
in a very great adventure of serv- 
ice to the people. He is entitled to 
his high position as the best paid 
workman in American industry, to 
the best of benefit plans, to the se- 
curity of the most stable employ- 
ment in our system. 

We have other social obligations. 
One of these is to maintain rea- 
sonable prices for our products. I 
don’t suppose there is a price sched- 
ule of anything which is exactly 
right—because no two people will 
agree on a definition of a reason- 
able price. But there are certain 
well recognized standards for judg- 
ing the reasonableness of prices. 
One is that the price of anything 
should not be so high as to discour- 
age the use of the product. 


Certainly the record of demand 
growth proves that prices have not 
discouraged the use of oil or the 
purchase of things that use oil. In 
1949, there were in the United 
States, 20 per cent more passenger 
cars than in 1941, 57 per cent more 
trucks and busses, 109 per cent more 
farm tractors, 85 per cent more do- 
mestic oil burners, and 682 per cent 
more diesel locomotives. 

Another standard by which rea- 
sonableness of prices can be ap- 
proximately judged is the reason- 
ableness of industry profits. In this 
case, the oil industry record is clear. 
For the twenty year period from 
1929 to 1948, the thirty largest oil 
companies earned an average of 
7.2% of their invested capital per 
year, while the average earning of 
218 other large industrial corpora- 
tions was 9.0%. In only two years 
of the twenty year period, 1932 and 
1948, did the rate of profit of the 
oil companies exceed that of the 
other companies. 

Another social obligation we have 
is to conduct our operations in an 
efficient manner. There is no way 
of proving industry efficiency or in- 
efficiency in any conclusive way. 
But here is a comparison which in 
my opinion really means something 
concerning efficiency and also price. 
We in the oil business are engaged 
in handling and moving about a 
very heavy, bulky, rather low-grade 
commodity. We search for it in the 
bowels of the earth, we lift it out of 
the ground, put it in tanks, pump it 
out of the tanks and through a pipe 


line, perhaps several hundred miles 
long, to a refinery where we lift it 
again with temperature and pres- 
sure, put it in more tanks, clean it 
up, mix it up, put it on a ship or 
in a tank car or a truck or a pipe 
line, move it again perhaps hun- 
dreds of miles to a terminal of some 
sort, unload it, load it up again and 
haul it to a bulk plant, unload it, 
load it again, and take it to a service 
station, put it in a tank again, pump 
it out into the customer’s automo- 
bile tank, wipe his windshield, give 
him air and water, and charge him 
three cents per pound. What other 
product that requires all of that 
human labor and energy in its 
handling can you buy for three 
cents per pound? Bread is about 
20 cents, milk is about 15 cents, 
lumber is about 12 cents, an auto- 
mobile is about 80 cents. And that 
three cents is for gasoline, one of 
our very fanciest products. Fuel oil 
is only %4 to % cent per pound, 
down in the range of prices of rock 
and gravel. 

By any standard or test that can 
be applied, ours is an important in- 
dustry which has served the public 
well. No one who has drilled as 
many dry holes as we have would 
pretend that no mistakes have been 
made in the oil business. But, on 
balance, the record of our industry 
is impressive. 

Let Us Speak Out 

This is no time for an amateur 
wrecking crew to rip to pieces, an 
industry which has a record of out- 
standing performance in the public 
interest, an industry which is so im- 
portant to our economic welfare and 
to our military security. 

The unholy ambitions of these 
people must be thwarted: To do 
that, we must tell the story of busi- 
ness to the public and to expose the 
evil doings of these haters of suc- 
cess. Let us speak out. 

Then justice will prevail. Then 
business men will be free from har- 
assment and persecution. Then we 
can establish a period of tranquility 
and quiet, which the world so sorely 
needs, in which business men can 
concentrate on the main objective 
of business—a better and more 
abundant life for all. 

An Address Before 
The Chamber of Commerce Forum 
Portland, Oregon 
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How big are the oil companies? 


1. Back in 1910, Union Oil Company was 20 years old. There were 
58,000 cars in the 5 western states and we did an annual business of 
$12 million. This was just about equivalent to the total annual 
business that any 6 big grocery super-markets will do today. Yet it 
represented approximately 23% of the oil business done in the 5 
western states.* 


*Figures are based on crude oil receipts. 
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2. Today, there are 100 times more cars crt 
in our marketing area and we do an an- Cc 
nual business of $200 million. Yet, in spite Srive 1% Shee \¢ ey 
of this growth, our share of the oil busi- vi AY tu 
ness in the 5 western states is now 1214%. oe dic 
If we were the only company this had sh 
happened to, we’d think there was some- 
thing wrong with us. ” 
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3. But every old, established oil company Be 
in the U.S. has gone through a similar Wi 
experience. The reason for this is that a 
the oil industry — like all American indus- 
try—is intensely competitive. As the a | 
business has grown, new companies have | 
entered the field and competition has ; 
W 
grown also. As a result, there are far 
more companies in the industry compet- Te 
ing for the business today than there th 
were in 1910. re] 
U.S. GOVERNMENT SPENDS $119 MILLION EVERY 24 HOURS M 
] 
5. If size is a cause for concern, maybe 6. To give you an idea of what this W 
we should take a look at our Federal means, here’s a comparison: At the Fed- bu 
government. Its ‘‘business” is 62 times eral government’s present rate of ex- Se 
as big today as it was in 1910. Its payroll penditure—$119 million per day —it takes of 
is 19 times larger. And it is costing the in and pays out more money every 42 ‘ 
American people — in direct and indirect hours than Union Oil does all year — as P 
taxes — 62 times as much. much money every 2% hours of each night ho 
and day as Union Oil stockholders re- 1st 
ceived in dividends all during 1949. 
no 
gil 
4. In view of all this, it seems rather UNION OIL COMPANY tin 
strange that we’ve heard so much talk bu 
recently about BIGNESS. Of course, in- OF CALIFORNIA ” 
dividual companies are bigger today. ¥ 
Thay have 90 bee Matint te serve s hiner INCORPORATED IN CALIFORNIA, OCTOBER 17, 1890 Wi 
country. But the vast majority aren’t as This series, sponsored by the people of Union Oil Company, is dedicated toa th 
big in proportion to the total business as discussion of how and why American business functions. We hope you'll go 
they were 40 years ago. In fact, they are feel free to send in any suggestions or criticisms you have to offer. Write: The wl 
getting steadily ‘‘smaller” all the time. President, Union Oil Company, Union Oil Building, Los Angeles 17, Calif. 4 
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FIR: 


ONE DAY LAST MONTH near 
the close of the final week of the 
fiscal year Kern County was jubi- 
lant. The sign of improvement for 
the new fiscal season were beacons 
in the shape of a price rise for 
crudes. 

ARM CHAIR PROPHETS 
turned up extra dividends of pre- 
dictions and causes. Best one 
showed that stocks were low, navy 
coming out of mothball cellophane, 
and one predictator offered higher 
prices needed for fuel oil. 

LOWELL SAUNDERS Inde- 
pendent Exploration’s prexy is ac- 
tually building castles in the air. 
High atop Tehachapi’s Bear Moun- 
tain’s slopes toward Tejon’s lessor 
hills a temple is abuilding. A man- 
sion not built for a day but for 
always. 

ON THE OPPOSITE side of the 
Bear walks JIMMIE ROGERS 
with a back log of history, fame, 
sawmills, Bear Mountain itself and 
a fine big herd of white face. 

VACATIONS ARE ON and the 
Wedding Bells are also ringing. 
Taxperts are taking a holiday, and 
the sun has begun to pour. First 
reported vacation BRADY Mc- 
MICHAEL geologist for SOCO. 
We were going to add BOB RIST, 
but this is a tour... the only one 
Scout who gets to tour the World 
of Oil in California. . . . Bob re- 
ports his finds to the body. back 
home. It’s work .. . never think it 
isn’t. 

PAUL J. HOWARD’s family is 
now grown up and the last of the 
girls is already a bride by this writ- 
ting. HARRY HOPKINS saw the 
budget through with Paul and his 
taxperts and we can credit Harry 
with slicing off a million dollars for 
the industry. His help was very 
good for the Board of Supervisors 
who were pledged to effect some 
economies. 
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OCEANIC SHOULD BE HAP- 
PY over the rise in the price of 
crude. Understand that it was 
changing its headquarters recently. 
TOM FITZGERALD its general- 
issimo has been reported as liking 
it better in Bakersfield and will re- 
main here. He will be an inde- 
pendent consultant. 

THOUSAND AND ONE key 
chain oil barrels made a big hit with 
the oil people here and elsewhere. 
Valley Forge boy scout camps were 
suppliers and barterers of these sou- 
venirs it was reported. Also many 
an oilman handed them out at the 
recent Shriner’s conclave in Los 
Angeles. 

BOB BUCHANNAN is taking 
over TOM’s place as related above. 
He is the resident geologist, and 
according to the information at 
hand, he will be the contactor here 
for Oceanic. 

OLIVER HOWELL the sales 
power for Shell in Kern County in 
charge of the affairs for the district 
was awarded the “shell” and a 


es 


Sg 


to potatoes for visiting brethren. . 


watch at a recent merit award Shell- 
ding. The presentation spelled out 
a quarter of a century hike and 
hitch well done by Oliver Howell 
and how. 

BRITISH AMERICAN quiet 
along local fronts. Drilling money 
as scarce as dividends from a wild- 
cat. 

GOLDEN BEAR OIL is buying 
lots of crude. It is heavy selective 
and there has been some storing 
residue now being used up. 

OTHER “OILZONE”’ NEWS 
much of which we know about al- 
ready is the story that Norwalk took 
over Mohawk’s first facility. 

BILL LAIRD is the new land 
man for Standard now. 

CONSERVATION COMMIT- 
TEE of California Oil Producers 
released information on its June 
20th meeting stating that BRUCE 
H. ROBINSON of General Petrole- 
um Corporation was elected chair- 
man for the ensuing twelfthmonth. 
Kern County shares generously in 
having many of its former and some 


ave away key chain oil barrels and resorted 
. at recently held Shriners conclave in Los Angeles. 
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present citizens among the impos- 
ing list of quality top notch oilmen. 

WARREN’M. MARSHALL en- 
gineer for Shell Oil Company is 
getting settled nicely in his new 
Kern County residence. Coming up 
here from Pasadena this time of 
year might represent quite a change 
in climate but for some reason or 
other, Warren seems acclimatized 
and doing well with weather. 

ROBERT BAILLIE is also a 
new Shell Oil Company employee 
... for Kern County . . . coming 
down or is it up from Tulare. 

WILLIAM E. SHAW has been 
added to the materials auditor de- 
partment for Richfield... . / Also 
ALLEN J. CAMPBELL engineer 
for Richfield, is new on the job here 
having come up from Long Beach. 
Shaw used to live in South Gate. 

WILLIAM O. COVEY from 
over at cool San Luis Obispo has 
joined Union Oil Company of Cali- 
fornia forces here. 

HARRY J. CROSSAN (vee pee) 
Kern County Bank reports at the 
day before the close of business 
June 30 that increasing returns will, 
in the face of presently known busi- 
ness trends, be about equal to the 


R. B. “Dick” Philbin 


returns in last statement of condi- 
tion. Its 12,000 customers are steady 
and a little ahead in total figures. 
PHOENIX BROTHERS 
Oilfields . . . Trucking will be sa- 
luted at the big Kern County TAA 
meeting out at Stockdale July 21. 
Walter Saul is slated for a program 
under “industry report” and what 
he knows about public relations 





MOST EXPLORATORY WELLS COST 
MORE MONEY THAN NECESSARY 


GET MORE HOLE PER 
EXPLORATION-DOLLAR 


by formation-logging your 


with employees and the ones con- 
tacting them is what every industri- 
alist should know. A bit of Safety, 
Economy, Office Procedure and 
Walter thinks new life has been 
given personnel at OTCO. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO TODAY 
it was 107 only two degrees cooler 
than Fresno and half as hot as 
Brawley after they both reached 
110 the next day. ... All over a 
hundred that is. 

SHORTS APPEARED over 
Stockdale this month . . . another 
sign of summer having begun about 
a fortnight late at the Bamboo 
Ranch. New swimming pool helps 
but does not make the thermometer 
any lower. 

CECIL T. JONES cables from 
Geneva that it is “heck” to live in a 
country when you do not know how 
the elections came out. In Europe 
by this time he should not be asking 
such things. 

HERE IN KERN COUNTY one 
of its towns is putting a ban on 
loving out in the parks beyond hold- 
ing hands. Sewer bonds carried also 
in this city to set a precedent, think 
some, that an auditorium would 
have equally as easy going. 


One 


Pressure Control 
Useful For 
Every Wire Line Job 


THE BOWEN WIRE LINE PRES- 
SURE CONTROL is standard equip- 
ment for all wire line operations, such 
as coring, surveying, temperature 
recording, and swabbing that are con- 
ducted while rotary drilling and cir- 
culating equipment are in place. By 
enabling the operator to maintain 
rotation and circulation during such 
operation, the Bowen Wire Line Pres- 
sure Control avoids blowouts and fish- 
ing jobs because it prevents gas heads, 
settled fluid, and stuck drill pipe; it 
makes the use of wire line tools simple 
and safe; and it eliminates the neces- 
sity of flagging the line—thus per- 
mitting faster trips out of the hole. 
Use the BOWEN PRESSURE CON- 
TROL whenever you want maximum 
well control during wire line opera- 
tion. Available in sizes to fit your 
drilling string. 


BaWe NO": TOOL ComPAnY 
nWEN’ 
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exploratory well 


‘Spot’ your cores right in the top of the sands 
Find and core possible stray sands and secondary 
possibilities 

Locate your sands economically in stratigraphic 
plays or badly faulted structures 

Determine your gas sands 


Get more definite data for your decisions on drill- 
stem testing and setting of casing 


FORMATION LOGGING 
SERVICE COMPANY 


(Peters Logging Service) 


BAKERSFIELD, CALIF. Tel. 2-0773 


220 Haberfelde Bidg. 














WILLIAM PENN HOTEL for 
some reason or other is now a 
branch office for the oil industry and 
its gentry according to last reports 
and a good “look see” around the 
lobby at lunch time at least. NO 
WONDER .. . our old friend 
PHILBIN has taken over the hos- 
telry and having come from the 
Mayfair this could have been the 
reason. 


DICK & DORE OIL COM- 
PANY, popular representative con- 
cern of the heavy crude producers, 
was apprehensive of the need of a 
price rise and expected it for some 
time. Biggest and fartherest east- 
wardly extended operators of the 
great Kern River province, this in- 
dependent concern is grateful for 
small favors like fifteen cents. Year 
ago this typically American small 
independent entrepreneur entity was 
getting $2.16 per barrel. Last week 
a dollar two... but now $1.17. BILL 
DICK is not complaining . . . said 
he, “the Korean affair had nothing 
to do with it... but if the ‘shootin’ 
keeps on there might be many more 
raises.” 


OILS seem to be holding their 
own in the stock market “event ad- 
justing.” Unlike Santa Maria folks, 
Kernfolk do not believe that a poten- 
tial major conflict is in the offing at 
this writing. 


FOR PRIVATE consumption 
only. Your friend and mine. . 
Larry Miller has gone a “ranching” 
... having done a stretch with Mac- 
Arthur in his tight quarters Larry 
returned to settle down in an apart- 
ment in Hollywood and was con- 
tented with the wide open spaces on 
Hollywood Boulevard. Recently he 
had a Kaynote to beat the landlord 
by settling out in San Fernando 
Valley after hearing the popular 
ballad to that effect. Mixing ink for 
“COW” the past two score years 
and one has come in handy with the 
paint job that is going on at this 
writing. 


SHAFTER OILWIGS who do a 
lot of business with the Hitchcocks 
of that city will share in our con- 
gratulations and much happinesses 
for the Frizzel Hitchcock affair as 
their wedding bells toll. Virginia 
Lee will soon take the vows with 
Charles “Hitch,” Jr. 
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SAVE TIME-EFFORT-MONEY! 


Inexpensive -Rapid Installation 


WoSco’s inexpensive, rapidly installed rental pipe service will get 
you water anywhere you want it—when you want it. 


Complete RENTAL SERVICE 


@ RENTAL PIPELINES are immediately available in 2, 3, 4, or 6 inch diameters 
and are quick coupled lines installed rapidly and inexpensively by WoSco’s 
experienced crews. 


@ RENTAL PUMPS are portable, skid-mounted, gasoline or Butane powered 
units capable of high pressores and adequate volumes. 


@ RENTAL TANKS are very portable, skid-mounted, 157 barrel capacity. 
sturdy tanks, and are legal highway size, 8 feet by 18 feet. 


OIL FIELD CONDUCTOR PIPE 


Conductor Pipe of every diameter is immediately available at all times. 


BAKERSFIELD FRESNO 
P. O. Box 391 510 Divisadero Street 
Phone 4-6724 Phone 2-1350 


WESTERN OILFIELDS SUPPLY CO. 
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It was our pleasure a short time 
ago to call on Slim Sargent, the siz- 
able prexy of Sargent Engineering 
Corporation, and we should perhaps 
be ashamed to admit it, but for the 
first time we learned that Slim is 
one of these profound mathematical 
chaps who in about fifteen seconds 
can bombard a fellow like us with 
differential calculus and abstruse 
formulae until we are as giddy as a 
cockroach on a revolving phono- 
graph table. We had always thought 
he was one of these big, rough, 
tough oil drillers of the old school 
who had clambered the derrick of 
success the Mail Pouch way. 

We could hardly have been 
wronger in our estimate, however— 
he is big, rough and tough all right, 
but his climb was no faltering affair. 
Sheer mathematical genius was what 
carried him up the escalator to ree- 
ognition. If we do say so ourself, 
which we hadn’t ought, we know 
an Einstein when we talk to one, 
and Slim definitely qualifies. He has 
been a bit off the physical beam 
lately and is paying more attention 
to his doctor than he used to, but 
he still looks anything but a weak- 
ling to us. By the way, it might 
interest people with axes to grind 
that there is one way to get on the 
soft side of this South Gate Goliath 
—buy him a good outboa-d motor! 

While we were fluttering about 
the Sargent menage, we had brief 
converse with .Bill, a younger and 
more explosive member of the Clan. 
sill is a proficient expositor of an 
after dinner confection we have de- 
signated as the WHAM story, and 
is without question one of the most 
vigo-ous narrators in after-dinner 
story history. He puts more oomph 
into his recitals than Clara Bow 
could ever muster and he is more 
popular at oil men’s gatherings than 
strip tease dancers. All of this en- 
ergy undoubtedly comes from giv- 
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ing pep talks to professional foot- 
ball players which he did for a num- 
ber of years, before which he coach- 
ed the Loyola squad to many a 
victory. 

We thought we had the Sargent 
executive offices thoroughly scouted 
and were about to call it a day, 
when we discovered a third Sar- 
gent of major consequence. This 
one is named John and dimension- 
ally he fits neatly between Slim and 
Bill. John was born in Charleston, 
South Carolina; graduated from 
University of California at Berkeley 
in 1932 with an A.B. and an L.L.B. 
He played first string football with 
Cal for three years and was tackle 
on Andy Smith’s famous wonder 
team in 1926. He upholds the Sar- 
gent interests back in the Mid- 
Continent where he is sales man- 
ager for Bethlehem Supply Com- 
pany at Tulsa. John keeps himself 





Erratum! 


In a moment of aberration, 
the Grapevine recently referred 
to Bill Forker and Reg Stoner, 
the well known Standard Oilers, 
as noted Stanford ball players. 
This, of course, was in error. As 
a matter of fact, they were a 
very famous battery on a Uni- 
versity of California ball club 
of other years, and distinguished 
themselves particularly when as 
pitcher and catcher respectively 
they defeated Stanford in a 
hectic 17 inning match in 1909. 
For this blunder we apologize 
profusely to Messrs. Forker and 
Stoner, and to University of Cal- 
ifornia. As for Stanford, which 
has developed many fine people, 
well, there is nothing to apolo- 
gize for there. We merely gave 
the Palo Alto institution credit 
for producing another pair of 
top citizens as well as outstand- 
ing baseball players. 
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in condition when he can get away 
by playing an occasional round of 
golf. He modestly admits that he 
is no Ben Hogan but he enjoys 
flailing the sod with his mashie, be- 
sides it keeps his middle down to 
reasonable proportions. We once 
knew a lad who waited until he had 
acquired a substantial bay window 
and then took up golf to reduce. But 
it was too late and he had to aban- 
don the effort, because when he 
placed the ball where he could see 
it he couldn’t hit it, and when he 
placed it where he could hit it, he 
couldn’t see it. Pretty sad, eh? 





A couple of weekends ago we 
roosted briefly at Balboa Beach in 
an effort to get away from the oil 
business, and managed that for just 
about one hour. While we were un- 
loading the family jalopy, our next 
doo- neighbor popped out for a 
breath of fresh air, and bless our 
soul if it wasn’t Jimmy West, the 
erstwhile Richfield lad who played 
such a prominent part in the ac- 
quisition of the Cuyama leases. Jim- 
my is now in the lands and leasing 
business for himself and is busier 
than a Scotch collie with Irish fleas. 


'He was having what he laughingly 


called a vacation, but as nearly as 
we could figure out, all he was really 
doing was wozking a little harder 
than usual, and commuting a little 
farther. 

When we were pulling away from 
our temporary hostelry at Balboa, 
brown as a beetroot, after a week- 
end of lolling in the bright fog, who 
should run us down but that famous 
rathskeller pianist from Reed Roller 
Bit Company, Fred Tyler, who never 
tickles the ivories until he has first 
removed all impedimenta from his 
Steinway. When he sits down on 
the stool, first thing he does is to 
take off the piano top, the back, the 
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sides, etc., until the keyboard is ly- 
ing there as naked as a Mexican 
Chihuahua poodle. Then he rolls up 
his sleeves, ruffles his hair, and pro- 
ceeds to pound the Rachmanninoff 
Prelude into a quivering pulp. Fred 
is a charter member of the Balboa 
Bay Beach Club, makes his home 
down there on the peninsula and 
says it is more fun than having a 
royalty interest in a producing well. 





Just down from Canada after a 
prolonged stay in our old hangout— 
the Edmonton-Calgary area of Al- 
berta—is HarrisCox, recently elected 
Nomad and vice president of West- 
ern Geophysical Company Interna- 
tional. Harris is a native of Osceola, 
Mo., a graduate of Washington & 
Lee University at Lexington, Va., 
and about as pleasant a chap as you 
would want to meet. He is a nomad 
by inclination as well as association, 
having traveled since he left college 
in such widely scattered areas as 
Venezuela, Columbia, Dutch East 
Indies, Paraguay, and, of course, 
Canada. He did some of the first 
seismograph work that was done in 
Illinois, and has covered the state 
of Texas as completely as has the 
pale green coloring in our geography 
book. When time permits, which is 
not often, he likes the odd game of 
golf, and the word “odd” is here 
used advisedly. Failing that he can 
be induced to do a bit of fly fishing 
or duck hunting, and in case he 
hasn’t discovered it yet, we might 
mention that Western Canada has 
the most luscious trout and salmon 
fishing to be found anywhere. A 
brace of Canadian honkers is about 
as nice a reward as one could get 
for closing one’s eyes and blasting 
off a twelve gauge shotgun. Harris 
goes back up Edmonton way about 
the middle of July but he is hoping 
he can make the Nomads Whing 
Ding before he takes off. 





We recently attended the regular 
weekly meeting of equipment manu- 
facturers export representatives at 


the Officers’ Club on Wilshire 
Boulevard and found affairs perco- 
lating in the usual brisk and effec- 
tive manner. We were transported 
to the meeting place by John Flana- 
gan, M. O. Johnston’s good looking 
delegate—as fine an albacore fisher- 
man as there is on the west coast. 
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He once saved us, indeed, from be- 
ing hauled into the drink by a par- 
ticularly vicious specimen, for which 
—along with many other kindnesses 
received at his hands, we have al- 
ways been very grateful. You know, 
come to think of it, it would have 
been mighty humiliating for mom 
to have to tell the children that 
their daddy was kidnapped by an 
albacore. 

However, to proceed with the 
business on hand, we found a lot 
of other interesting people in this 
snug gathering, for instance, Earl 
Rees, the Patterson-Ballagh fashion 
plate, a studious, gentlemanly sort 
of chap who seems to have the hap- 
py faculty of always contributing 
something worthwhile to any meet- 
ing he attends. Then there was 
Frank Gilstrap of the several com- 
panies, as usual the perfect host— 
he is always convoying a foreign 
guest. This time it was Al Haruff, 
toolpusher for The Texas Company 
of East Venezuela. Frank does more 
real good for international relations 
than a lot of people who make talks 
on the subject at the drop of a hat. 
Also present were Cyril VanLoozen, 
the genial Ideco rep, chuckling 
easily and often behind a cigar of 
Churchillian dimensions; Harry 
Hester of McCullough Tool Com- 
pany, an interesting conversation- 
alist and good company anytime; 
Knight Templeton, scion of a noble 
house, associated with the Roland 
Smith interests, and a pretty swell 
individual himself; burly Ole Olsen 
of the George Failing Company, 
built like a football tackle but gentle 
as a spring zephyr. Accompanying 
Ole was that well known chap Pop 
Atkins from Rasmussen Co., who 
has been circulating around the pet- 
roleum orbit for more years than 
we care to remember. The ebullient 
Bill Sargent was there too, and 
plenty of business was transacted in 
a very short time. We missed Jerry 
Engstrand, Bill Bettis, and Mitch 
Mitchell who are usually to be num- 
bered in this group. 





In this issue of the Grapevine we 
discuss at no added cost and for 
the first time the dramatic career 
of Alexander Hamilton Bell, after 
whom, we are told, a great Ameri- 
can statesman—the first Secretary 
of the Treasury—was named. Alex- 


ander Hamilton Bell, briefly and fa- 
miliarly known as “Ham” is an Ala- 
meda Californian who weathered 
the San Francisco fire, dabbled deep 
in the graphic arts, and finally 
wound up a successful drilling con- 
tractor. In his boyhood he studied 
mechanical engineering, later be- 
came a student of the Mark Hop- 
kins Art Institute, and then looked 
as if he might have launched into 
a life job when he was hired by 
Union Oil Company in 1906 in the 
Bay area. His father was keen to 
have him pursue his art studies, the 
family was opposed to the idea, so 
Ham compromised and apprenticed 
himself to an architect. Thereafter 
for some time he foraged around 
Chicago, New York, and San Fran- 
cisco. Among his accomplishments 
at this time was the detailing of 
all the stucco and trimmings in the 
Grauman Imperial Theater at 7th 
& Market, first of the Grauman 
string and also the first big time 
movie house to be built. 

Then came the first world war 
and the building business did an el 
foldo—so did Ham. As soon as he 
was able to interpret the handwrit- 
ing on the wall, he took on a job 
to design a camp for Tide Water 
Associated Company’s Avon refin- 
ery. From that he graduated to 
more complex design involving re- 
finery equipment, and before the 
process could be halted he was ap- 
pointed refinery engineer. Subse- 
quently he had charge of field en- 
gineering for Associated at Bakers- 
field, then overcome by a wander- 
lust that still bothers him some- 
what, he took off for Bartlesville 
and Tulsa, Oklahoma, then Tam- 
pico, Mexico. In 1926 he was back 
with Marland Oil Company at San 
Francisco, and when the Seal Beach 
field was discovered in 1928, Ham 
was moved to Los Angeles as gen- 
eral superintendent of Continental 
(Successor to Marland). 

In 1947, along with Dewey Bur- 
den, he took over Continental’s 
drilling department including all 
tools and over a hundred employees, 
and from that time he has been an 
oil well drilling contractor. Ham 
has thus made the complete circuit, 
starting off in life as an artist, and 
after some 44 years of exciting oil 
adventure, has again returned to art, 
this time, however, for pleasure. We 


Page 17 





GROSS 500 
TARE 50 


The Tret-O-lite which comes to you in the well known 
red drums represents thousands of hours of effort — hours 
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factured chemical. These hours of painstaking effort give you a 
low cost, high efficiency demulsifying job in the field. If you 


have an oil treating problem, get the benefit of Tretolite’s 
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might mention here that the Bell 
canvas now hanging in the Petro- 
leum Club was originally painted 
for Markley Brown, the Hillman 
Kelley exec., but Markley graciously 
consented to its being turned over 
to the Club. Partner Dewey Bur- 
den is a life long friend of Ham Bell. 
He is also well known in sporting 
circles for his thoroughbred Per- 
cherons, hackney ponies, and a po- 
tentially great Argentine stake 
horse, named Micheo. Incidentally, 
on August 1, the noted duo—Bell 
and Burden—will move into the Na- 
tional Oil Building, which was re- 
cently acquired by another old friend 
of theirs, Ross McCollum. 


While we are speaking of art, we 
learn with deep sadness that the 
entire Verdugo Hills area of Los 
Angeles has been thrown into a 
violent conniption fit by the vandal- 
izing of that outstanding ceramic 
masterpiece, “Unitization,” which 
was fashioned some years ago by 
the delicate hands of that great ar- 
tist, Michel Angelo Kantzer. It 
seems: that somehow or other the 

‘piece has been broken into a million 
parts by some sudden shock and 
it is now even more confusing than 
it was in its original form. Whether 
this dastardly circumstance was ac- 
cidental or premediated has not yet 
been determined, but the destruc- 
tion of this famed art treasure comes 
perilously close to being a national 
catastrophe, and Scotland Yard is 
determined to leave no stone un- 
turned to solve the mystery, that is, 
when they get through turning the 
stones for another mystery that they 
haven’t solved yet. The master cer- 
amist himself, affectionally known 
as “Basil” Kantzer by his admirers, 
is not a whit discouraged by this 
cruel blow, and has promised to 
start work immediately on an even 
larger piece, which, as soon as it is 
completed, will be displayed, with- 
out charge, in some prominent place 
such as Pershing Square, in order 
to placate his panting public. 





We picked up a bit of news the 
other day to the effect that Swede 
Larsen is on his way back from 
Alaska, and Bob Block is going up 
to Point Barrow to take his place 
with Arctic Contractors. That is 
definitely an exchange of petrolic 
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behemoths. Swede has the propor- 
tions of a heavyweight wrestler, but 
peculiarly enough it was in the 
sprints that he excelled in his col- 
lege days. Despite his girth, in fact, 
he can still do the hundred in 
mighty good time. He has surprised 
many a slim young gazelle with a 
fancy for his own speed by taking 
off his shoes and beating the lad to 
a standstill in the short distances. 
Bob Block was for many years a 
power down in the South Americas 
where he played host to every visit- 
ing homelander and briefed them so 
they wouldn’t pull any brodies. He 
has been living in the U. S. for 
some time now, and has recently 
been with Paul Cavins down at 
Long Beach. We traveled with Bob 
on the Nomads train to the last 
Tulsa Oil Show and it came near 
being the death of us. When the 
train rounded a curve or stopped 
suddenly and sent him careening 
around our joint stateroom, for us 
it was just like being trapped inside 
a rotating ball mill. Only our ability 
to fit into all available interstices 
saved us from ending up as a rather 
skimpy meat patty. Anyway, to Bob 
we wish the best as he travels 


down north (that’s what they say 
because most of the rivers flow 
down into the Arctic Ocean) ; and to 
Swede, welcome back to his old 
haunts, including the Hacienda Golf 
Club. 

Flash! About the time this copy 
was finished, Dewey Burden’s 
Micheo walked off with one of the 
events at Hollywood Park; an an- 
nouncement arrived giving Jimmy 
West’s new address as Suite 854 
General Petroleum Building. He is 
associated with the Moriqui Explo- 
ration Company; finally, John Grant, 
Loffland Brothers prexy, also art 
connoisseur and expositor of Scot- 
tish folklore, donated to the Petro- 
leum Club a fine charcoal original 
by Parkwood—illustrator for most 
of the big name mags, and no small 
name himself. It’s a beautiful thing 
and adds distinctly to the je ne sais 
quoi and pate de foie gras of the 
entire institution. We have long 
been watching for a spot to drop 
these cute bits of Spanish lingo. 
Gives the dish a kind of Continental 
filip, don’t you think—or do you? 
And what do you want to bet that 
some college grad doesn’t write in 
to argue that the stuff is French? 
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JEL-OIL EMULSION MUD PROVIDES 


Low Water Loss 
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A filtrate which decreases water block and Bentonite swelling 


BROWN MUD COMPANY 


COMPLETE DRILLING MUD SERVICE 
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MAIN OFFICE 
4606 W. 18th St. 
LOS ANGELES 19, CALIF. 
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Feel Desclopment 


Los Angeles Basin 


San Jacinto 
Wildcat Site 

Grayco Petroleum Company’s San 
Jacinto No. 1 exploratory well will 
drill on Sec. 21-4s-lw, some 1300 
ft. northwest from Potter road and 
250 ft. south from Ramona boule- 
vard and three miles northwest of 
the town of San Jacinto in Riverside 
County. 


Colton Test 
Drills Ahead 

In the Colton area of San Ber- 
nardino County, the John W. Bra- 
shears Dana No. 1 test is drilling 
at 1110 ft. on Sec. 26-1s-5w. Allied 
Oil & Gas Corporation’s Chief No. 1 
on Sec. 17-4n-lw at Hesperia, and 
A. C. Anderson’s Black Butte No. 1 
on Sec. 26-6n-7w at Victorville are 
cleaning out. Depths respectively 
are 1540 and 3092 ft. 


Canoga Park 
Try Bailing 

Canoga Oil Company’s Knapp No. 
6, an old well, is bailing from 1065 
ft. on Sec. 4-1n-27w near Canoga 
Park. Knapp No. 4-1 on the section 
is idle at 385 ft. Sponsored by Cache 
Oil Company, retainer apparently 
collapsed while cementing through 
perforations. Total depth is 385 ft., 
with plug at 325 ft. . 


Bartholomaus 
Try Rigging 

Everything is about ready to call 
for spudding of the W. W. Bush 
Bar No. 1 test on Sec. 6-2n-14w in 
the Bartholomaus Canyon area, Los 
Angeles County. 


Castaic 
Try Works 


Equipment is at location for Texas 
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Company’s Honor Farm NCT No. 1 
on Sec. 6-4n-16w in the Castaic area. 
At Castaic Junction, Humble Oil & 
Refining is fishing stuck drill pipe in 
its N. L. & F. No. 2 on Sec. 14-4n- 
17w. Depth is 11,394 ft. 


Santa Fe 
Well Works 

Working on water shut off was 
the report from Airways Petroleum 
Company’s Santa Margarita No. 28 
at Santa Fe Springs on Sec. 5-3s- 
llw. Total depth is 4774 ft., with 
5¥%-in. pipe at 4771 ft. 


Palmdale 
Try Digs 

With tools below 1150 ft., Ray- 
mond D. Weller continues to ex- 
plore on down with his No. 1 well 
on Sec. 5-5n-12w in the Palmdale 


area. 


Puente 
Try Digs 

M. R. Peck & Sons is coring be- 
low 1000 ft. with Layaye No. 1 test 
on Sec. 33-ls-10w in the Puente 
area, 20 miles east of Los Angeles. 
H. H. McVicar’s Rowland Estate 
No. 1 is digging at 2740 ft. on Sec. 
2-2s-10w. Jergins Oil is making hole 
with No. 1 on the Handorf Dairy 
property. Located on Sec. 1-2s-1lw, 
depth is 6480 ft. 


Athens 
Job Rigs 

Edwin W. Pauley is rigging for 
his Athens No. 1 well on Sec. 12-3s- 
14w near the intersection of Impe- 
rial highway and Normandie avenue 
at Athens. 


Union Oil Co.'s well Robertson No. 24 in the Bardsdale Field, left to right: A. M. Coch- 
ran, lead tong; John E. Builey, pipe racker; H. A. Grabitt, cathead; G. F. Shivers, 
derrickman; R. A. Richardson, driller. 
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Long Beach 
Interest High 

With activity in various sectors 
of Signal Hill increasing daily, op- 
erations are reminiscent of the lush 
days of the field. Cockriel & Spelts 
has set a Lane-Wells plug at 6400 
ft. in Chandler No. 1 at Ransome 
and Loma streets and is endeavor- 
ing to produce above that point. The 
well was started originally by E. B. 
Chandler in February, 1930, and 
taken over by the present operator 
in October, 1946. R. W. Jerman and 
Frank R. Bartee’s Webb No. 1,, near 
15th street and Termino avenue, is 
producing 660 barrels of 28.6 gravity 
oil a day along with 900,000 cubic 
ft. of gas from 6440 ft. Their Dona- 
hoo Comm. No. 1 on Sec. 33-4s-12w 
is drilling at 3320 ft. D. & J. No. 1 
on the section is down 1200 ft. and 
drilling ahead. On Sec. 30-4s-12w at 
Walnut and Creston streets, Paul 
McKeon & Associates’ No. 1 is 
drilling at 2105 ft. Other operators, 
currently drilling in the field, include 
Bronson Drilling, C. & F. Oil, Fow- 
ler Drilling & Production, General 
Petroleum, Golden Dome Oil, Han- 
cock Oil, Herley-Kelley, George 
Hocking, Jergins Oil, Pacific Drill- 
ing, Richfield Oil, Sea View Oil, 
Union Oil, R. B. Watkins, Wonder 
Oil, Chester F. Yunker, and Yunker, 
Morton & Dolley. 


Newhall 
Try On 

On the pump for 5 barrels a day 
from a plugged depth of 1132 ft. is 
the report from the E. M. Breen 
Betsy Linda No. 2 on Sec. 1-3n-l6w 
at Newhall. 


Del Valle 
Well Cased 

Southern California Petroleum 
and Trigood Oil’s Barbour No. 1 
on Sec. 16-4n-17w on the northeast 
flank of the Del Valle field has ce- 
mented 7-in. pipe at 7125 ft. Total 
depth is 7315 ft. The project is 
credited with 100 ft. of oil sand and 
appears to be running about 80 ft. 
higher on structure than the Kinler 
No. 1 nearby. It offsets the Haven- 
strite Lincoln lease and a substan- 
tial yield probably will herald new 
importance to the area. 


La Mirada 
Test Digs 

Near La Mirada station southeast 
of metropolitan Los Angeles, Gen- 
eral Petroleum’s McNally No. 1 test 
on Sec. 22-3s-11w is drilling at 1540 
ft. Surface pipe was_.set at 1020 ft. 


Murietta 
Test Mills 

Window is being milled in the Pe- 
troleum Production Engineers Ver- 


Tide Water Associated Oil Co.’s well, Hartman No. 34 in the Ventura Avenue Field, 
left to right: W. J. Speidpht, lead tong: E. W. Barnard, pipe racker: Floyd E. Griffin, 
cathead; J. L. Noriega, derrickman: I. F. MacKay, driller. 


Page 22 





HORNKOHL LABORATORIES 


Chemical consultants in Petroleum Produc- 
tion, Testing & Core Analyses. 


Bakersfield, Calif. 
714 Truxtun Ave. 


Telephone 
8-8567 











nard No. 1 wildcat test on Sec, 
21-7s-3w at Murietta, Riverside 
County. Total depth is 3106 ft., with 
plug at 957 ft. The 65%-in. pipe is 
set at 2025 ft. 


Meadowlark 
Try Failure 

Shell Oil’s wildcat well in the 
Meadowlark area of Orange County 
had nothing to sing about. The 
project, Anaheim Sugar No. 55-23 
on Sec. 23-5s-llw, took a gander to 
8891 ft., but found no oil. 


Los Angeles 
Well Flowing 

Richfield Oil has completed an- 
other good producing well in the 
East Los Angeles field. It is U. P. 
Unit No. 9 on Sec. 16-2s-12w, which 
is putting out 1047 barrels of net 
34.8 gravity oil from a bottom of 
7978 ft. The company now boasts 
15 producers in the 200-acre field 
contiguous to the corner of Ana- 
heim-Telegraph road and Washing- 
ton boulevard. Since the field was 
opened up in February, 1946, ap- 
proximately 1,563,000 barrels have 
been produced. The discovery well 
drilled on Union Pacific Railroad 
fee ground. 


Summer maneuver to active duty 
training may be in store for some 
of the 25 National Guard divisions. 
National Guard forces total 370,000 
officers and men, or 35 per cent of 
their authorized war strength. They 
would be used as replacements in 
Korea. 


Pete Gardett is acting exploration 
manager for the Rocky Mountain 
division of General Petroleum Corp. 
He replaces Victor King, who was 
transferred to the Los Angeles head- 
quarters temporarily. 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 








Coastal and Northern District 


Pine Mountain 
Wildcat Listed 

Standard of California has under 
construction a 7-mile road running 
in wild country from where the 
Maricopa-Ventura highway crosses 
over Pine Mountain in Ventura 
County. The road winds to a point 
in the northeast quarter of the 
southeast quarter of Sec. 11-6n-23w, 
about 30 miles southeast of South 
Cuyama production. Company plans 
call for spudding by September 1 its 
Hattie No. 1 exploratory well on a 
spread of 20,000 acres back of the 
Padres National Forest. The acreage 
is Government lease permits ob- 
tained a year ago. Standard ac- 
quired the property from a combi- 
nation of interests made up of 
W. Scott and Hattie Russell and 
Arthur S. and Angus Crites. The 
company is understood to be still 
taking ground in the Pine Mountain 
area. Ground there has been placed 
in a unitization program, which in 
addition to Standard, includes Rich- 
field, Honolulu and Barnsdall. 


Mattole River 
Wildcat Drills 

In the Mattole River country of 
Humboldt County, Independent Ex- 
ploration Company is drilling at 
3440 ft. with Roscoe No. 1 wildcat 
on Sec. 34-2s-lw. Location is near 
the town of Petrolia. 


Gustine 
Try Starts 
At Gustine in Merced County, 
Minerals & Petroleum Development 
Corporation is engaged in prelimi- 
nary work on its Newman No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 22-8s-8e. 
San Mateo 
Test Scene 

Continental, Hancock and Texas 
are prime movers in prospective oil 
development in San Mateo County. 
Continental is planning a test of the 
La Honda anticline, where the com- 
pany holds a large acreage block. 
Texas Company is rigging Blom- 
quist No. 1 on Sec. 4-8s-4w on Bu- 
‘tano Ridge. Further north Hancock 
has a test weil in mind. Both opera- 
tors evidently hold extensive ground 


FIRST ISSUE, JULY, 1950 


in Northern San Mateo County, 
with adjacent land controlled by 
other large companies. Recent geo- 
logical studies of various sectors 
offer enough encouragement to call 
for exploratory drilling. Shell Oil 
some years ago sank a dry hole near 
La Honda and other operators have 
failed in their respective hunts for 
new oil. Nevertheless, interest is 
growing in producing possibilities 
in the county. 


Monterey 
Test Added 


Monterey County new oil possi- 
bilities continue to hold the interest 
of operators. Texas Company is 
nearing the first bite of ground with 
its Labarere NCT 2 No. 1 on Sec. 
3-23s-10e at Los Lobos. A quarter 
of a mile to the northwest, Texaco 
drilled its Aurignac One No. 1 dis- 
covery well in December, 1948. 
Texas Company also is beginning 
work on its Garrissere No. 1 at San 
Ardo in Sec. 32-22s-10e. Location is 
one mile southwest of Jergins Oil’s 
No. 1 duster on the Garrissere prop- 
erty. In the Arroyo Seco area, Hum- 
ble Oil & Refining’s C. N. Thorup 
No. 1 wildcat is digging at 5640 ft. 


Ventura Avenue 
Adds Production 

Successful development of the 
Ventura Avenue field by Lloyd Cor- 
poration has been accentuated by 
another good producing well. No. 
S-1 on Sec. 19-3n-22w came in for 
initial flow of more than 500 barrels 
of 32 gravity oil a day. Total depth 
is 13,450 ft., with casing cemented 
at 11,997 ft. Tide Water Associat- 
ed’s new Lloyd No. 160 on Sec. 28- 
3n-23w is flowing 381 barrels of 
30.9 gravity oil and 1,189,000 cubic 
ft. of gasa day. On Sec. 21-3n-23w, 
Potomac Oil Company’s Sprague 
No. 3-1 test is digging at 4572 ft. 


Piru Test 
Drilling 

F. E. Fairfield, leading independ- 
ent operator and oilfield supplyman, 
is drilling at an inconclusive level 
with Holser No. 4 on Sec. 14-4n-18w 
in the Piru area. 


South Mtn. 
Try Drills 

At South Mountain in Ventura 
County, Shell Oil’s Ben Schieferle 
No. 1 test on Sec. 16-3n-20w is mak- 
ing hole ahead at 3476 ft. 


In the Ventura Avenue Field, Tide Water Associated Oil Co.'s well, Lloyd, No. 155, left 
to right: C. H. Drum, lead tong; S. L. Barnham, pipe racker; W. H. Gattis, cathead; Clyde 
Mashburn, derrickman; W. T. Herian, driller. 
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Rio Vista 
Well Flows 

Flowing initially 4,066,000 cubic 
ft. of gas daily, Brazos Oil & Gas 
Company has finaled its Gardiner 
No. 9 on Sec. 2-3n-3e in the Rio 
Vista area, Sacramento County. 


Mutau Flats 
Try Prepares 

Preparing to start operations is 
C. G. Perry Drilling Company’s 
Tarver-Volk No. 1 wildcat well on 
Sec. 2-6n-2lw in the Mutau Flats 
area, Ventura County. The com- 
pany will use its own drilling equip- 
ment. 


Las Llajas 
Well Testing 

Bailing dry on test, fluid entry in 
Union Oil’s Simi No. 8 at Las Llajas 
was composed of clear water and 
about 10 per cent crude oil from 
present depth of 1253 ft. Drill site 
is on Sec. 22-3n-17w, Ventura 
County. 


American Pipe 
Designs Special Tank 

A special elevated de-sludging 
tank, designed and fabricated by 
American Pipe and Steel Corpora- 
tion, is now in use at the Union Oil 
Company’s Santa Fe Springs op- 
eration. 

The de-sludger, requiring special- 
ized engineering of supports and 
foundations, consists of a 40’ di- 


Arroyo Grande 
Try Repairing 

Pump is in the process of repair 
on the C. W. Colgrove Elberta No. 
1-5 test on Sec. 5-32s-l3e in the 
Arroyo Grande area, San Luis 
Obispo County. Total bottom is 
10,141 ft. and plugged depth 6450 ft. 


Goleta 
Try Cores 

Coring has reached 1100 ft. in 
Revo Oil Company’s Revo No. 1 
wildcat at Goleta on Sec. 3-4n-29w, 
Santa Barbara County. Showings 
are credited to the project for sev- 
eral hundred feet higher. 


Tapo Canyon 
Wildcat Idle 

Idle at 466 ft. was the latest in- 
formation from the Aeco Corpora- 
tion Tapo No. 2 on Sec. 13-3n-18w 
in the Tapo Canyon area, Ventura 
County. The well pumped a little 
oil before sanding up. 





ameter, 18’ shell, welded steel tank 
mounted 7’ above the ground. The 
bottom of the tank is of cone shaped 
construction with a door classifier 
to sweep the sludge which settles 
during processing. A screw con- 
veyor then pulls the sludge out of 
the tank and deposits it. 

Corrosion is minimized in the unit 
through a complete cathodic protec- 
tion system. 








Specially designed elevated de-sludging tank, recently designed and constructed for 
the Union Oil Company at Santa Fe Springs, Calif., by the American Pipe and Steel 
Corporation of Alhambra, Calif. 
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Bardsdale 
Well Works 

Nearing the spudding stage is 
Cleveland Oil Company’s Elkins 
No. 6 on Sec. 7-3n-19w in the Bards- 
dale field. Union Oil’s Geis-Rojbert- 
son No. 24 on Sec. 12-3n-20w is drill- 
ing at 5139 ft. 


Rincon 
Job Digs 

Slugging away in shale at 7800 ft. 
was the latest report from the 
C.C.M.O. Company Hobson No, 
B-130 in the Rincon field, Sec. 16- 
3n-24w, Ventura County. The com- 
pany has three other drilling jobs 
at various operational stages in the 
field. 


Montalvo 
Try Starts 

Under the sponsorship of Stand- 
ard of California, McGrath No. 148- 
12 is commencing on Sec. 26-2n-23w 
in the Montalvo area on. the ocean 
strand. 


Paso Robles 
Test Starts 

In the Huerhuero area near Paso 
Robles in San Luis Obispo Coun- 
ty, Signal Oil & Gas Company is 
rigging its Signal-Dresser No. 1 try 
on Sec. 9-27s-13e. The derrick tow- 
ers skyward about 100 ft. west from 
the Norris Stamping and Manufac- 
turing Company Dresser No. 1, 
which was relegated to history in 
the summer of 1945 at a depth of 
2925 it. 


Mojave 

Try Digs 
: In the hot Mojave area of Kern 
County, Paul Beamer’s Oswald No. 
1 exploratory venture on Sec. 12- 
11n-12w continues to push the drill 
deeper at 880 ft. 


Wasco Well 
Going Deeper 

Standard of California is likely to 
start work any day now on its deep- 
ening job, Mushrush No. 2, on Sec. 
7-27s-24e, in the Wasco field. Pres- 
ent depth is 13,124 ft. and the well 
in the new operations will plumb the 
Eocene for production. The Wasco 
discovery well was completed at 
15,530 ft. for an initial flow of 280 
barrels daily. 
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San Joaquin Valley 


Hollister 
Test Fails 

Approximately a mile and one- 
half southwest of the town of Hol- 
lister, Richfield Oil’s Ollason No. 1 
explorer has quit at 8491 ft. It 
drilled on Sec. 8-13s-5e, San Benito 
County. A. S. Mayes No. 3 on Sec. 
13-12s-5e is idle at 1835 ft. Near 
Lewis Creek, North American Oil 
Consolidated is slugging away at 
3350 ft. with USL No. 1-11 on Sec. 
11-19s-10e. In the San Benito area, 
Cal-Nevada Oil Company’s Baum- 
gartner No. 2 on Sec. 26-17s-9e is 
down 5160 ft. and engaged in clean- 
out operations. San Benito Oil Com- 
pany is about to spud Ley No. 1 on 
Sec. 13-11s-10e. 


Carrizo Plains 
Wildcat Working 

On the Carrizo Plains in San Luis 
Obispo County, Pacific Oil & Gas 
Dev. Corporation of San Francisco 
is digging deeper at 5760 ft. with its 
McDonald No. 45-8 on Sec. 9-29s- 
19e. The company’s Rexroth No. 
85-16 is staked on Sec. 16-29s-19e. 


Hanford 
Try Going 

In the vicinity of Hanford, 
Goshen Syndicate is pushing the 
drill below 800 ft. in its Drummond- 
Union No. 2 on Sec. 36-18s-22e, 
Kings County. At Reef Ridge, 
Barnsdall Oil is redrilling at 8300 
ft. with Lynch-Mauren No. 88-9 on 
Sec. 9-23s-17e. The hole was 
punched down first to 9010 ft. 


Ten Section 
Wildcat Digs 

Drilling at a depth yet inconclu- 
sive is the Bankline Oil Company 
KCL No. 88-28 wildcat well on Sec. 
28-30s-26e, between Ten Section 
ond Canfield Ranch fields in Kern 
County. 


Belgian Anticline 
Try Scores Highly 

Pacific Western and Tide Water 
Associated’s Rankin No. 82A-31, a 
semi-wildcat on Sec. 31-30s-22e in 
the Belgian Anticline area, has been 
completed at 5495 feet with excel- 


lent results. The well at last re- 
ports was putting out 1361 barrels 
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of 35.7 gravity oil and 790,000 cubic 
ft. of gas daily through a 24/64-in. 
bean. The 7-in. casing is set at 5400 
ft., with 122 ft. of 5%4-in. liner on 
bottom and tubing hung at 5451 ft. 
Located four miles west of McKit- 
trick on a block of 1200 acres, geol- 
ogists agreed production was from 
the Oceanic oil sand. 


Fresno County 
Drilling Brisk 

In the Turk Anticline near Cantua 
Creek in Fresno County, Russell 
Giffen has staked S. P. No. 33-17 on 
Sec. 17-17s-15e. Reaction to tests of 
Barnsdall Oil’s Dessel No. 41-2-19 
on Sec. 2-21s-l6e in the Guijarral 
Hills was not too encouraging and 
the well has been suspended tempo- 
rarily. Total bottom is 10,655 ft. 
and plugged depth 10,057 ft. Work 
is continuing in General Petroleum’s 
BLC No. 44-14 on Sec. 14-20s-18e in 
the Huron area, with the hole at last 
reports down 13,300 ft. North 
Coalinga Oil Co. is making hole at 
1150 ft. in its No. 1 at Coalinga on 
Sec. 25-19s-14e. East of the Jacali- 
tos field proper, Ohio Oil’s Ohio- 
Gulf-H. C. Lillis No. 1 wildcat is 
coring at 10,340 ft. 


Antelope Plains 
Wildcat Digging 

Prospect poking has reached the 
2400-ft. level in the Amerada Petro- 
leum Corporation Still No. 1 on Sec. 
3-26s-17e on the Antelope Plains of 
Kern County. This is one of the 
more interesting tests current in San 
Joaquin Valley. 


Comanche Pt. 
Wildcat Begins 

€.C.M.O. Company is ready to 
gamble again for oil in the Coman- 
che Point area, Kern County. With 
this in mind, the company is rigging 
up Tejon Ranch No. 3 on Sec. 23- 
32s-29e. 
Edison 
Try Quits 

Drilling has come to a permanent 
halt at 3484 ft. in Macson Oil Com- 
pany’s Oasis Ranch No. 2 on Sec. 
7-30s-29e in the Edison area. The 
Jeppi zone was topped at 3250 ft. 
and the Santa Margarita at 3445 ft. 


Calder Test 
Abandoned 

General Petroleum has given up 
its extension test of the Calder field 
in Kern County. The project, Kopps 
No. 54-28 on Sec. 26-29s-25e, was 
carried to 9484 ft. Very low on 
structure, the well was three loca- 
tions south of present production in 


the field. 


Mtn. View 
Well Pumps 

Wood-Callahan, Lester Callahan 
and James Wood, has added F. & S. 
No. 2 on Sec. 30-30s-29e in the 
Mountain View field. The well was 
completed pumping an estimated 
200 barrels of 26 gravity oil daily 
from a plugged bottom of 5717 ft. 
The Nichols sand was topped at 
4786 ft. 


Tejon Ranch 
Developing 

Standard of California has com- 
pleted its Tejon Ranch No. 3-66 well 
on Sec. 21-11n-18w, between fields 
at Tejon Hills and Tunis Creek. On 
land leased from Reserve Oil & Gas 
Company, Standard is starting an- 
other drilling job in the area. This is 
the company’s first production well 
on the Tejon Ranch. It put out 
initially 153 barrels of 34 gravity oil 
a day from 510 ft. D. K. Asso- 
ciates 2 opened a new oil sand dis- 
covery with Corral No. 73-29 on Sec. 
29-11n-18w at Tunis Creek. The 
well came in from 1740 ft. for a cur- 
rent flow of 295 barrels of 33 gravity 
oil a day through a 6/64-inch choke. 
Garten Exploration Company of Los 
Angeles is starting Dr. Garten No. 
1 on Sec. 3-11n-18w. Barney Cor- 
nett & Associates is in the finishing 
stages with Anniversary No. A-1 on 
Sec. 9-11n-18w. Present depth is 755 
ft., with top of Chanac at 587 ft. and 
top gas sand at 646 ft. This is a 
test to basement. 


Antelope Hills 
Wildcat Rigging | 

Independent Explo-ation is rig- 
ging its Grabe No. 87 test well on 
Sec. 20-27s-19e in the Antelope Hills, 
Kern County. Drill site is on a block 
of 1780 acres and the project will be 
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GLOBE Ss4C 
ROCK BIT 


MEANS THEY ARE GOOD 


payee wm World-Wide acceptance of Globe Rock Bits extends over a period of many years. That it is 

2-Cutter Rock Bits growing steadily is attested by the rapidly increasing number and higher percentage of Globe 

me paride ta Bits being used in all fields. The importance of this world-wide acceptance to operators, con- 

work and all tractors, and drillers is the fact that it is based on superior performance. Longer runs, more 

—— — - footage, and higher averages mean lower costs . . . wells completed in less time . . . money saved 
... higher profits. ... It will pay you to investigate Globe Bits, available in a wide range of 
types for all formations, and all standard sizes. For detailed information call your nearest 
Globe representative. 


“If You Drill Oil Wells You Need Globe Drilling Bits.” 


4 GLOBE OIL TOOLS COMPANY 


Main Office & Plant: LOS NIETOS, CALIFORNIA. Branches in Ventura, Bakersfield and Santa Maria, California. 


Distributed By: HAKE TOOL COMPANY, Houston, Texas and New Iberia, Louisiana. Export Representative: CHAMPION & SMITH, Inc. 
GLOBE OIL TOOLS (CANADA) COMPANY, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. MANUFACTURERS 617 So. Olive Street, Los Angeles 14, California 
WAREHOUSE COMPANY, Oklahoma City and Duncan, Oklahoma. DONHAM TOOL 

COMPANY, Odessa and Snyder, Texas. W. S. SEASE, Dallas, Texas. 





drilled on the joint account of Inde- 
pendent and Superior Oil Company. 
Two miles southeast of the Grabe 
job, the Bolton No. 83 gas discovery 
well was drilled. The finder was 
brought in for an initial output of 
2,022,000 cubic ft. of gas daily. How- 
ever, a declining yield resulted in 
abandonment last June. Independ- 
- ents’ scattered properties through- 
out the valley include a 220-acre 
lease 2500 ft. southeast of the Pa- 
cific Western-Tide Water Associat- 
ed discovery well on the Belgian 
| anticline. 


' Cuyama Valley 
® Holds Interest 
- Production last reported of the 
Southern California Petroleum Cor- 


| " poration Shlaudeman No. 3-10 on 


Sec. 10-11n-28w at North Cuyama 
was 193 barrels of clean 36 gravity 
oila day. Bottom is plugged at 2181 
ft., with top Morales oil zone at 1786 
ft. Peak Oil Tool Service, Inc., has 
staked location for another test in 
the area. It is Stone No. 72-16 on 
Sec. 16-11n-28w. The company’s 
Stone No. 81-16 on the section is 
drilling at 1940 ft. Superior Oil’s 
U. S. Government No. 17-2 on Sec. 
2-l1ln-28w has been completed for 
an unestimated yield from 6435 ft. 
C. A. Pearson, retired grocer of Taft, 
and R. M. Steffen of North Holly- 
wood, are rigging their Travers No. 
81-9 on Sec. 9-11n-28w. This is about 
three-quarters of a mile northwest 
of Morales wells at North Cuyama 
and on ground leased by the late 
James W. Travers. Surrounding 
acreage holders include Barnsdall, 
General Petroleum, Richfield and 
Southern California Petroleum. In 
the Morales sector, Bishop Oil’s 
Chirum No. 67-10 on Sec. 10-11n- 
28w has been finaled at an effective 
depth of 1830 ft. for 55 barrels a day. 
The well is two locations south of 
the Hancock-Oceanic pool opener. 
The Hancock Oil Company Han- 
cock-Bishop No. 44-31, a North 
Cuyama stepout on Sec. 31-23s-20e, 
is drilling at 4400 ft. Honolulu Oil 
is about to spud its Honolulu- 
Oceanic No. 1 on Sec. 19-9n-26w, 
six miles southeast of South Cuyama 
»production. The South Cuyama 
‘field was opened 14 months ago 
‘when Richfield discovered oil on its 
320-acre Homan Government lease. 
Richfield’s discovery well flowed 


FIRST ISSUE, JULY, 1950 


initially more than 5000 barrels 
daily. The renter of the land to 
Richfield is understood to have ap- 
plied and received a United States 
lease on the land on February 1, 
1948. The filing fee was $10, plus 
an additional 50 cents on each acre, 
or a total investment of $170. 


More Kern News 

RENO, NEVADA, was quite 
agog over the guys & gals from 
Kern County recently when they 
reminded the “renoites” that Kern 
drillingwigs were in their adjacent 
or contiguous territory in Nevada 
trying for oil. To confirm the reports 
we saw many an oilwig, catwig and 
ruffneck transformed into a gambo- 
leer. One towerwig proved to us 
that by working three slot machines 
at once with an unlimited budget he 
could get his money back by mid- 
night. However, at two “am” all we 
saw was an exercised right arm 
muscle. 

SAW SANTA MARIA over the 
Fourth holiday. The silhouette of 
derricks at near sunset time certain- 
ly adds to the answer for inquiring 
persons to Santa Marians as regards 
its economy. JACK BEAN never 
knew that we saw him at the very 
famous “beanery” in which he was 
devouring good food. If some reader 
will relate this “info” to him and we 
know about it later it is possible 
that we can get the “theatre” to 
give away a set of dishes. 

BILL HENRY probably reads 
this column only once a month. No- 
body in the oilworld of “existence 
struggle” very likely would ever 
contact him... but just in case we 
are horribly wrong he should know 
that we all concur in his “colyumiz- 
ing” as of July 2, 1950. 


GEOLOGIST RETIRED, good- 
friend JOHN B. STEVENS and 
his gracious wife were over at TU- 
LAMNIU VILLAGE a fortnight 
ago. In 1925, while working with 
Tide Water Associated he ran across 
the almost prehistoric city. In 1933 
he initiated a project by the Smith- 
sonian Institute which excavated 
the mounds of shells and disinterred 
the many graves upon the hill from 
the Buena Vista Lake’s village edge. 
Last month the accomplishment in 
memory of the important history 
which was revealed, the Kern His- 


torical Society dedicated a marker 
or a tablet of bronze to the occasion. 

“CALIFORNIA HISTORIC 
LANDMARK TULAMNIU IN- 
DIAN SITE,” Old Yokuts Village 
of Tulamniu named Buena Vista by 
Spanish Commander Fages, 1772. 
(One of the first place names in 
South San Joaquin Valley.) Fr. 
Zalvidea again recorded site 1806. 
This village was occupied for sev- 
eral centuries.” (This in part is the 
text of a famous landmark plaque.) 

JUDGE MAGEE IS the oilmans’ 
friend, inside or outside court in 
city hall. Recently when the C of K 
decided to keep him in the city 
instead of the County of Kern he 
showed his dander like an oilman. 
Tax economy led by “taxperts” not 
“experts,” have been the “wayshow- 
ers” that public works must be ap- 
preciated and deserved by Kernfolks 
if auditoriums, libraries, judges’ 
chambers, and other many public 
edifices are to be obtained. Bonds 
must be the answer ... there is no 
bonded indebtedness to speak of in 
either Kern or Bakersfield . . . and 
in this respect a record is shared by 
Kern in comparison with 57 other 
counties. 

TEN YEARS AGO Kern’s cen- 
sus was tallied at 132,885. Holding 
up 1950 figures are several “ranch- 
oilwigs” ... but it is “trumored” 
that you or we can add on a 100,000 
to that old figure and be safe. 

SPEAKING OF SANTA MARIA 
reminds us of another ten years ago 
story, when BONNIE DEAN rode 
her bicycle to Santa Maria. Yester- 
day the signpost, as it does today, 
reveals 124 miles to the county seat 
of Kern. 

SAY A WORD for the local Kern 
County’s “own”... National Guard 
that is. Five companies over at San 
Luis Obispo . . . Taft, Delano and 
three from Bakersfield comprise the 
outfit. CAPTAIN J. H. RAIN- 
WATER is the brass we visited; 
however, GENERAL HUDDLE- 
SON of General Petroleum was 
genial host where we ate it in the 
officers’ mess. 

THE EDDIE KENNEBREW’S 
of Standard Oil, who have been in 
South America, are now in Florida 
near St. Petersburg and other oil 
parts near Jacksonville and in and 
around the northern posture of that 
famous peninsula. 
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KE A Wallin mee 


-o- has become THE MOST POWERFUL 
SALES AID ANY DEALER CAN USE! 


Was it the instant acceptance, by mo- Or was it, logically, a combination of all 
torists, of a basic truth about gasolines?  these—plus active merchandising plans and 
Was it the way sales of Shell Premium the reputation of one of the great leaders 
Gasoline immediately boomed and con- in the petroleum industry? 
tinued booming? Find out for yourself why it pays to be 
Was it because Shell Premium Gasoline, the man who deals in Shell Products. Get 
and the selling behind it, had something in touch with the nearest 
a little extra? Shell office. 
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Drilling activity in the Rocky 
Mountain region was in full swing 
as the oil industry passed the mid- 
point of 1950, and wildcatting took 
a sharp upturn. The latest count of 
drilling rigs operating in the region 
was 106 by the first of July—a new 
high for the year. Of these, 77 
were tallied in Wyoming, 9 in Colo- 
rado, 6 in Nebraska, 3 in Idaho, 4 
in Utah, 6 in Montana and 1 in Ore- 
gon. This compared with 109 rigs 
operating in the same states a year 
ago, indicating activity is on about 
the same level. 

In western Canada, with the new 
pipeline to the Great Lakes sched- 
uled to begin flowing crude by the 
spring of 1951, there were about 90 
rigs in operation. 

Stimulating the continuing search 
was the production picture. The 
Wyoming output was running be- 
tween 155,000 and 160,000 barrels 
per day, and had not taken the dip 
predicted for around the middle of 
May. This figure was approximate- 
ly 25,000 barrels per day higher than 
the corresponding volume of a year 
ago. Colorado production was bet- 
ter than 60,000 bbls. daily, with 
Rangely contributing more than 
48,000 bbls. The high altitude Wil- 
son Creek field was rated around 
7,500 bbls. per day as the second 
largest field in the state. 

Continued development of light 
oil reserves in the new Sussex- 
Meadow Creek fields northeast of 
Salt Creek in central Wyoming, and 
in the Glenrock area, raised hopes 
for the realization of a new pipe- 
line to the St. Louis-Wood River 
area. Rumors continued to crop up 
concerning the estimated $58,000,000 
venture. One usually reliable source 
said three major companies inter- 
ested in the project—Pure Oil Co., 
Sinclair and Ohio—had already or- 
dered steel from the mills. 

Service Pipe Line (formerly Stan- 
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olind) executives were known to be 
studying the advisability of increas- 
ing the 65,000-bbl. capacity of the 
main trunk line from Elk Basin in 
northwestern Wyoming via Casper 
to the Chicago area. SPL also had 
the drafting boards plans for loop- 
ing the pipeline from Salt Creek to 
Casper to handle the new Sussex 
crude, currently amounting to 6,000 
bbls. per day but capable of prob- 
ably twice this volume. 

Rapid development by Ohio Oil 
Co. of its new gas fields in the 
Huntsman area near Sidney, Nebr., 
had already brought about new 
pipeline developments. Northern 
Utilities of Casper and its affiliate, 
North Central Gas, landed the choice 
plum of a gas franchise for the town 
of Sidney as well as other distribu- 
tion of the high BTU-content sweet 
gas. The utility firm applied to 
Nebraska and Wyoming public 


service commissions for authoriza- 
tions to market the gas in Nebraska 
and Wyoming. Permission is 
sought for a 45-mile pipeline from 
the Huntsman area north to North- 
port, Nebr., connecting with the 
eastern end of the firm’s natural gas 
line in Nebraska. 

When the details are ironed out 
in the near future, Northern Utili- 
ties will be one of the few gas utility 
firms in the U. S. with supplies at 
both ends of its system. The firm 
draws its major supply from the Big 
Sand Draw and Beaver Creek fields 
in Fremont county, western Wyo- 
ming, with a double line running to 
Casper and a single line continuing 
eastward down the North Platte 
valley into Nebraska. Huntsman 
gas will enter the system from the 
eastern terminus and largely meet 
the requirements of a number of 
Nebraska towns, of which the 


Rocky Mountain oil scouts who hold a weekly scout check each Thursday at the 
Townsend Hotel in Casper, Wyo., recently elected new officers. Standing (left to right) 
are Dave Sharp, Atlantic Oil & Refining, member of the executive committee: Wayne 
Ashcraft, Seaboard Oil Corp., president, and Howard Jennings, Amerada Petroleum 
Corp., secretary. Seated are Jim Welin, Gulf Oil Co., vice president, and Rusty Linnen, 
Sinclair Oil & Gas Co., and A. E. Mills, Continental Oil Co., executive committeemen. 
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largest is Scottsbluff. Flexibility 
of the system will be enhanced, and 
larger supplies made available for 
industrial needs of the inland area. 

Entry of high surtax income cap- 
ital into Rocky Mountain drilling 
ventures has highlighted activities 
in exploration this year. Don Ameche 
of Hollywood and radio fame has a 
stake in a Colorado wildcat and 
‘Jimmy Stewart, also of Hollywood, 
is backing a venture in the Lance 
Creek area of eastern Wyoming. 

Recently topflight executives of 
Columbia Broadcasting System 
(CBS), backed a deep Powder River 
Basin test near Glenrock, Wyo., for 
Lowell Pearson, Casper independ- 
ent. The well at North Brenning 
Basin was carried to 9,800 feet (with 
no commercial shows) by a group 
headed by William Paley of New 
York, chairman of the board of CBS; 
Frank Stanton, president of CBS; 
Paul Kesten, the color TV expert; 
Washington Dodds, financial writer 
for Fortune magazine; Alfred Strel- 
ison, large CBS stockholder, and 
Jack Baragwanath, mining operator 
associated with the Guggenheim in- 
terests. 
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The Paley group, however, declined 
to continue deepening the well when 
closer correlation indicated the ob- 
jective in the Dakota sands to be 
about 4,000 feet deeper, or around 
14,000 feet. Pearson then secured 
backing of the St. Louis securities 
investment firm of Harry Tenen- 
baum and Paul Peltason to resume 
the operation, which promises to be 
the first really deep basin test in the 
southern part of Wyoming’s Pow- 
der River Basin. 

Some other extra-deep Rocky 
Mountain ventures have been dis- 
appointing recently. 

Pure Oil Co.’s half-million dollar 
gamble at Badwater in the north- 
west corner of Natrona County, 
Wyo., was written off as a loss at 
total depth of 15,172 feet. At this 
depth, the operator would not defi- 
nitely assign the lowest strata to 
Upper Cretaceous, but permitted 
other geologists to examine the 
Schlumberger logs and pick their 
own “tops.” It was believed the 
venture may have reached the upper 
part of the Mesa Verde. One “drill- 
ing break” of several feet was en- 
countered around the 15,000 ft. level, 


but failed of commercial shows on 
test. The well, located 30 miles 
northwest of Pure’s deep West 
Poison Spider field (where the dis- 
covery well was made in Frontier 
sands at TD 14,309), was the second 
deepest ever drilled in the Rocky 
Mountain region. It was exceeded 
only by Superior Oil Co.’s world’s 
deepest hole at Pacific Creek in Sub- 
lette County, Wyo., bottomed last 
year at 20,521 ft. 

Utah exploration activity received 
a temporary setback when The Cali- 
fornia Co. completed its No. 1 Unit 
in the Gusher area, Uintah county, 
for a pump gauge of only 35 bbls. 
per day from Basal Green River 
formation between 8699-8950 feet. 

Carter and Stanolind, meanwhile, 
recovered oil and water on tests at 
the Blue Bell wildcat in Duchesne 
County, Utah. The operators found 
a show of oil in cuttings and ona 
drillstem test from 7936-7996 ft. 
made 1020 ft. of oil, gas and water 
cut mud in 2% hours. The wildcat 
is 14 miles west of the Carter-Stan- 
olind discovery at Roosevelt, which 
is recognized as a major discovery 
in Utah. 








Si: 


HAL COOPS 


FOR THE BEST IN 
OIL FIELD and OIL TOOL 
PHOTOS, CALL 


i Weas 8141 
INDUSTRIAL PHOTO SERVICE 


4535 E. SLAUSON AVENUE 
MAYWOOD .. CALIFORNIA 


- ee 


Photography for 
the Petroleum In- 


== 


ava 


Official Photog- 
raphers for most 
oil organizations. 











CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 





S on 
niles 
West 
dis- 
ntier 
cond 
ocky 
eded 
rld’s 
Sub- 
last 


‘ived 
Cali- 
Unit 
inty, 
bbls. 
‘iver 
feet. 
hile, 
‘Ss at 
esne 
yund 
on a 
> ft 
ater 
dcat 
tan- 
hich 
very 





Efforts are still continuing on the 
part of majors to duplicate Ohio Oil 
Co.’s successes in western Nebras- 
ka. Stanolind, which recently aban- 
doned the No..1 Eldred wildcat in 
the Southeast Alliance section of 
Garden county, is moving in rotary 
for another test in the area, follow- 
ing detailed seismographic studies. 

The anticipated rush of rotary rigs 
to North Dakota has not resembled 
the usual seasonal trek of combines 
to the wheat fields of this state. 
Plymouth Oil Co. is below 5750 feet 
on the only major wildcat drilling 
in North Dakota. The venture in 
the Medicine Buttes area, Mercer 
county, topped Dakota at 4800 feet 
on the way to Devonian and (hope- 
fully) a coral reef. 

Reports from Bismarck said Same- 
dan Oil Corp. has moved a rotary 
for a Devonian test in section 10- 
146n-81w, about 12 miles southwest 
of Turtle Lake. Other exploratory 
wells are reported planned for the 
middle or late summer in the large 
Williston Basin Area. 


One of the most active wildcatters 
in the Rocky Mountain region, Am- 
erada Petroleum Corp., made loca- 
tion for an 8500-ft. Cloverly test in 


the Deep Creek area, Carbon county, 
following lengthy seismic studies. 
This will be the first deep test be- 
tween Rawlins and the Colorado- 
Wyoming line. 

Amerada also announced two new 
locations in Crook county, north- 
eastern Wyoming, where the firm 
has pressed an intensive leasing 
campaign for the past several years. 
The firm is pushing an exploratory 
campaign on the northwest flank of 
the Black Hills, along the Montana- 
Wyoming line. 

The company’s only producing 
pool in the Rocky Mountain region, 
the Sage Spring Creek area of Na- 
trona county, recently was extended 
six miles to the north by oil satura- 
tion in the Dakota sand at the No. 6 
well. The well is of interest to 
geologists as being the closest one 
drilled to the famous Teapot Dome 
naval reserve (inactive). 

Developments in Montana have 
been slower than usual this summer. 
Interest is focussed on Glenn H. 
McCarthy’s basement rock test in 
the Hardin area, now drilling below 
7520 feet with Morrison topped at 
5233. No shows have been reported 
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for the 9,000-ft. venture. Carter 
and Phillips have spudded a wildcat 
in the Poplar anticline of Roosevelt 
county and Texas Pacific Coal & Oil 
recently plugged a test in the Del- 
phia area southeast of the Big Wall 
field at 5370 ft. 

A major effort to add South 
Dakota to the column of oil produc- 
ing states was launched recently by 
Morton Oil Co., Casper independent, 
and Amerada. The operators have 
rigged up for a test of several hori- 
zons (through the Minnelusa of 


Pennsylvanian age) in the “Box- 
elder Trend” near Rapid City. The 
well, No. 1 Victor Olsen in 35-3n-9e 
(Black Hills meridian) will be the 
first of a series along the east flank 
of the Black Hills area in Meade 
county. 

Interest in this area was devel- 
oped largely by geological research 
and surface studies by Dr. Paul 
Walton Morgan and Walton Oils, 
Salt Lake City, and more than 
50,000 acres are now under lease. 
Old well logs and surface outcrops 
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have indicated a possible extension 
of the Mush Creek--Fiddler Creek 
trend of northeastern Wyoming to 
the west side of the Black Hills. 

In the Julesburg Basin (western 
Nebraska, northeastern Colorado), 
British American has started drill- 
ing at the No. 1 Green in the Walker 
area, Logan County, Colo. The ven- 
ture is 10 miles south of the firm’s 
discovery at No. 1 Segelke, now 
pumping 58 bbls. oil and 30 Ibs. 
water per day. Another test in the 
nearby Winston area recently was 
abandoned. 





News Briefs 

Joe G. Dyer, head of the Dyer 
Drilling Co. of Denver and Casper, 
recently acquired 920 acres in the 
Lake Creek field, Hot Springs Coun- 
ty, Wyo., from Continental and 
Union Oil Co. of California. Mr. 
Dyer plans a drilling campaign for 
Embar production. Lake Creek is a 
long, narrow anticline on the south- 
east side of the Big Horn Basin. 
Union drilled the discovery in 1925. 


Howard M. Gullickson, formerly. 


attorney in the Los Angeles office 
of Shell Oil Co., has assumed the 
duties of Rocky Mountain division 
attorney for the firm in Casper. He 
formerly served as attorney general 


for the state of Montana and later 
was district counsel for the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs, Department of 
Interior. Gullickson joined Shell in 
1947 after three years active service 
with the navy. 


Russell Brown, general counsel 
for the IPAA, discussed “National 
Problems Confronting the Oil In- 
dustry” at the annual directors’ 
meeting of the Rocky Mountain Oil 
and Gas Association at Cody late 
in June. W. B. Emery, vice presi- 
dent of the Ohio Oil Co., from Find- 
lay, Ohio, also addressed the meet- 
ing. Indicative of the association’s 
new drive to win friends in other 
industries was the spot on the pro- 
gram given to Richard Gorst of 
Worland, vice president of the Wyo- 
ming Farm Bureau. He discussed 
problems of agriculture and how 
they affect the farm bureau and the 
oil industry. 


A large attendance was reported 
at the midyear committee confer- 
ence of the Division of Production 
of the API at the Brown Palace 
hotel in Denver, June 26. Meetings 
were held by API committees on 
standardization, vocational training, 
and fundamental research on occur- 
rence and recovery of petroleum. 
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A one-day field trip was scheduled 
by the Rocky Mountain Association 
of Geologists along the Front Range 
from Denver to Colorado Springs, 
on July 8. Harry W. Oborne of 
Colorado Springs was in charge of 
the trip. 


A new town has sprung up overnight in Wyoming's fastest-growing new oil fields in 
southeastern Johnson county, northeast of the once booming Salt Creek field. The town 
of Linch (named after a rancher) does not live up to the reputation of the boom centers 
of old Salt Creek like Lavoye and New Lavoye, now only ghost towns. There are no 
shootings or wild brawls. Only near beer is served at the one dispensary and pool room. 
The town has two cafes surrounded by clusters of trailer houses, and several new build- 
ings are under construction. The residents of Linch are employed on rigs operating in 
the Sussex, North Meadow Creek and Meadow Creek fields, whose combined potential 
production today surpasses Salt Creek's 10,000 bbl. daily output. 


J. J. Moroney, father of J. P. 
Moroney, division head for Sinclair 
Oil & Gas Co., died at his home in 
Okmulgee, Okla., June 30. Mr. Mo- 
roney, 82, was well known in Rocky 
Mountain and mid-continent oil cif- 
cles. 
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Montrose Elected to 
Board at Hughes 

The election of M. E. (Monty) 
Montrose, Vice-President-Sales ; Dan- 
iel J. Martin, Vice-President-Engi- 
neering ; and Thomas A. Slack, Vice- 
President-General Counsel, to the 
Board of Directors of Hughes Tool 
Company, represents another step in 
the expansion program of Hughes 
Tool Company and its active partici- 
pation in the oil industry, according 
to an announcement made by Fred 
W. Ayers, Senior Vice-President and 
General Manager. 


M. E. Montrose 


The addition of these top execu- 
tives to the Board brings closer co- 
ordination of the many commercial 
and engineering projects this company 
is undertaking in maintaining its half 
century of leadership in specialized 
oil well drilling equipment used 
throughout the world. 


Robert S. Lytle, one of Califor- 
nia’s most popular operators, has 
set up new offices in the General 
Petroleum Building, Los Angeles. 
Former headquarters were in the 
Petroleum Building. 
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Otto C. Mauthe, manager of pub- 
lications for the Southern California 
Gas Company, died at a Pasadena 
hospital. Mauthe, 45, had been in a 
coma for more than a year after suf- 
fering a stroke. A native of Shreve- 
port, La., Mauthe had been in charge 
of publicity and public relations for 
the gas company for the past 17 
years. Prior to that time he was as- 
sociated with the Wall Street Jour- 
nal. 


More than 2000 persons were in 
attendance at the General Petroleum 
annual picnic in El Cajon Canyon 
near Lebec. W. K. Felangle, Taft, 
was general chairman of the event, 
which was a huge success and pro- 
vided a happy day for company of- 
ficials, employees and friends. 


For suggestions submitted under 
Tide Water Associated’s plan, com- 
pany employee Carl J. Malin has 
been awarded $2100. Malin won the 
first national special capital award 
as a whole for suggestions. He also 
gained the first capital award of the 
western division. Theo Northcutt, 
Avon refinery, was presented $1600 
as winner of the second national and 
second awards of the western divi- 
sion. 


Gardiner Symons and W. G. Mac- 
Millan have been elected directors 
of Continental Oil. President L. F. 
McCollum made this known after a 
board meeting in New York. Head- 
quarters of the company were moved 
finally from Ponca City, Okla., to 
Houston, Texas, July 1. About 75 
officers and their immediate staffs 
moved to Houston. Symonds is 
president of the Tennessee Gas 
Transmission Company, with head- 
quarters in Houston. MacMillan is 
executive vice president at Conti- 
nental. 


Cushing Advances 
At National 

W. T. Cushing, Jr. has been ap- 
pointed Manager, Drilling Equipment 
Sales for The National Supply Com- 
pany, according to an announcement 
by R. W. Gordon, Manager, Oil Field 
Sales for the company. 


W. T. Cushing, Jr. 


Mr. Cushing, a graduate of the 
University of Michigan, joined Na- 
tional Supply in 1940. He spent five 
years in the Engineering and Sales 
Departments at the company’s Toledo, 
Ohio and Torrance, California plants 
and 2% years as Production Equip- 
ment Engineer in the Plant Products 
Division, Houston, Texas. 

In 1947 he was transferred from 
Houston to Casper, Wyoming as Di- 
vision Engineer of National’s North- 
west and Canadian districts. Later he 
became Division Sales Manager for 
the same territory, which position he 
held until his present appointment. 

Mr. Cushing will make his head- 
quarters at Toledo, Ohio. He suc- 
ceeds W. R. Ryburn, just appointed 
Manager of Sales—Seamless Prod- 
ucts for the Spang-Chalfant Division 
of National Supply. 


Page 33 





7 
i 

a’ 
EI 
i 
5 

i 


Halliburton Announces 
Executive Personnel 

Erle P. Halliburton, chairman of 
Halliburton Oil Well Cementing 
Company, announced the appoint- 
ment of Wallace R. McClendon as 
president, following the annual 
board of directors’ meeting on June 
29th. 

Mr. McClendon had served as 
vice president in charge of field op- 
erations since 1942. 

Retiring president John C. Halli- 
burton, associated with the company 
since 1932 and president since 1947, 
will devote full-time to his ranching 
activities near Duncan. 


W. R. McClendon 


The new president, “Mac” Mc- 
Clendon, is well-known in the oil 
business throughout the Southwest. 
A native of Hillsboro, Texas, he 
served in the Army during World 
War I. Following his army service 
he was connected with the Gulf Re- 
fining Company, Houston, Texas, as 
a salesman. 

After the incorporation of the 
Halliburton company in 1924, Mc- 
Clendon headed the company’s Gulf 
Coast operations at Houston until 


Wilfred Tapper 
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L. B. Meaders 


W. D. Owsley 


1942, when he moved to the Duncan 
home office as vice president in 
charge of field operations. 

As president, McClendon will su- 
pervise Halliburton’s 4000 employes 
in 21 states, in addition to the 300 
employes in nine foreign countries. 

Other announcements at the meet- 
ing were as follows: L. D. Camp- 
bell, vice president and secretary- 
treasurer, was elected a member of 
the board of directors. L. B. Meaders 
succeeded W. R. McClendon as vice 
president in charge of field opera- 
tions. Ralph R. Emery was elected 
vice president in charge of foreign 
operations. Wilfred Tapper was 


Ralph R. Emery 


elected vice president of electrical 
well services. W. D. Owsley was 
elected vice president and technical 
advisor to executive officers. And 
Grover Kilgore was elected vice 
president in charge of sales and ad- 
vertising. 

R. G. Kelly, Midland, Texas, who 
has been superintendent of Halli- 
burton’s West Texas-New Mexico 
division, was promoted to the posi- 
tion of regional manager of the cen- 
tral region. The new regional man- 


Grover Kilgore 


ager fills the position vacated by 
L. B. Meaders. 


“Selling Free Enterprise” was the 
topic of address by T. S. Petersen, 
president of Standard of California, 
before the National Industrial Ad- 
vertising Association convention at 
the Los Angeles Biltmore Hotel, 
The NIAA is the largest group of 
industrial advertisers in the world 
and expends more than $200,000,000 
on advertising each year. 


J. R. (Bill) Pemberton, former 
California oil umpire, outlined the 
importance of the oil industry to the 
growth of the state to more than 
500 women at a meeting of the Desk 
and Derrick Club at the Hayward 
Hotel, Los Angeles. Pemberton was 
the first speaker in a series of edu- 
cational programs planned by the 
organization of women in the petro- 
leum industry. Blanche Kelley, 
Union Oil, president of the newly 
formed group, presided. Other offi- 
cers are Dorothy Johnson, Standard 
Oil, vice president; Alba Gleason, 
California Natural Gasoline Asso- 
ciation, second vice president ; Caro- 
line Lyons, Union Oil, correspond- 
ing secretary; and Lorraine Rich, 
Western Oil and Gas Association, 
treasurer. Directors are Florence 
Hopkins, United Geophysical ; Grace 
Elness, Conservation Committee of 
California Oil Producers; Lois 
Lewis, Independent Refiners Asso- 
ciation; Evelyn Mosher, Honolulu 
Oil; and Mary Desmond, Oil Pro- 
ducers Agency of California. Suc- 
cess of such a group of oil women 
was foreseen more than two years 
ago by Ann Clark Jensen, active in 
public relations and identified with 
the oil industry at that time. In 1948 
she suggested the organization of 
women associated with the industry 
and in furtherance of plans along 
these lines called a special meeting. 


Government would be better if 
retired business leaders had Gov- 
ernment jobs, James H. Doolittle, 
vice president of Shell Oil Com- 
pany, observed. He said that top 
executives who had finished careers 
in industry could add a much 
needed business sense to Govern- 
ment. 
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Front Row: Beverly Morgan, Ross R. Blakely, John B. Peddy, Bert A. Cabaniss, Harry M. 


Lowe, W. F. (Bill) Krueger. Second Row: Quentin B. Marsh, A. J. (Jack) Goolsbee, R. E. 
(Bob) Keyes, J. V. (Johnny) Evans, R. L. Perkins. Back Row: A. B. Palmer, S. H. Williston. 


Sperry Sun Holds 
Annual Sales Meeting 


Sperry-Sun Well Surveying Co. 
held their annual sales conference in 
the general oil country headquarters, 
3118 Blodgett Avenue, Houston, in 
the middle of June. Sales and service 
engineers from division points 
throughout the nation reviewed new 


and improved developments, made 
plans for the coming year and heard 
safety talks. During the week of the 
conference headed by S. H. Willis- 
ton, vice president from Philadelphia, 
and A. B. Palmer, general manager, 
Houston, a company barbecue was 
held at the San Jacinto Battleground 
for employees of the Company and 
their families. 








Paul H. Shepherd has been named 
assistant manager of the tubular de- 
partment of Oil Well Supply Com- 
pany, M. F. Hazel, general manager 
of sales for this U. S. Steel subsidiary, 
announced recently. 

Mr. Shepherd, a veteran of 34 years 
service with “Oilwell,” has been as- 
sistant treasurer at the company’s 
home offices in Dallas for the past 
two years. In his position he will co- 
ordinate tubular activities in the Gulf 
Coast, central midwest, Mid-Continent 
and Rocky Mountain divisions, Mr. 
Hazel said. He will continue to be 
headquartered in Dallas. 

Mr. Shepherd is a native of George- 
town, Kentucky. 


Paxton Lee Lytle, 59, Los An- 
geles oil man, died in Coalinga of a 
heart seizure. Survivors included 
his brother, Robert S. Lytle, widely 
known oil operator. Last rites were 
conducted in the chapel of Edwards 
Bros. Colonial Mortuary, with burial 
following at Inglewood Park Ceme- 
tery. 
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Carlos Bartolero has been appoint- 
ed to the position of Project Sales 
Engineer of the Pump Division, 
Byron Jackson Co., according to an 
announcement by Lynn Sawyer, Vice 
President of the Company and Man- 
ager of the Pump Division. Mr. Bar- 
tolero will make his headquarters in 
Los Angeles, but will spend most of 
his time in the field. His work will 
primarily be concerned with problems 
of pumping in the petroleum process- 
ing industries and in the pipeline field. 


Mr. Bartolero was associated with 
the Byron Jackson Co. for eight years, 
from 1928 to 1936, and has been 
active in the pump field since that 
time. He graduated from the Uni- 
versity of California at Berkeley in 
1928 with a B.S. Degree in Mechani- 
cal Engineering. He is married and 
has a family. 


The junior group, Pacific petro- 
leum chapter, American Institute of 
Mining and Metallurgical Engi- 
neers gathered for a dinner meet- 
ing July 13, at the Rio Hondo 
Country Club. W. C. Sheldon, Ohio 
Oil, spoke on “The Use of Subsur- 
face Instruments in Reservoir Engi- 


neering.” 








Foreign guests in attendance at the Nomads’ Los Angeles Chapter Monthly Meeting, 

which was held on June 14th at the Jonathan Club. (Seated, left to right): R. E. Lorenz, 

I. P. C.; John E. Sligh, I. P. C.; E. N. Mitchell, Philippine Oil Development Co.; Eugene L. 

Davis, Artic Contractors; C. E. Bickerdike, Wm. Kenyon & Sons Ltd.; (Standing, left to 

right): Walt L. Sears, Iraq Petroleum Co.; Karl L. VonderAhe, Artic Contractors; L. E. 

Miles, I. P. C.; David L. Cantway, Mene Grande Oil Co.; and J. D. Bryan, Superior Pipe 
Service. 
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Research scientists, technical rep- 
resentatives and executives of Shell 
Oil and Shell Development assem- 
bled at the Feather River Inn, 
Plumas County, for their 37th semi- 
annual research conference. Attend- 
ing from Shell Development, 
Emeryville, were M. E. Spaght, 
president; A. J. Johnson, vice presi- 
dent; and T. W. Evans, director of 
research. From New York came 
A. E. Lacombie, F. S. Clulow and 
J. H. Doolittle, vice presidents of 
Shell Oil; and W. P. Gage, vice 
president of Shell Chemical. 


“Cinderella of California” is the 
title claimed by 15-year-old Avis 
Marie Wright of Taft as the result 
of a contest sponsored by Walt Dis- 
ney. The daughter of Samuel G. 
Wright, head station operator at 
Valley Pipe Line Company’s Emidio 
pump station, she was chosen one of 
30 in the elimination tests from 4000 
original contestants. Upon winning 
the statewide title, she was present- 
ed at RKO Hillstreet Theater in 
Los Angeles and RKO Pantages 
Theater in Hollywood. 


Wendell F: Dexter, Richfield, dis- 
cussed propylene polymerization for 
motor-gasoline production at the 
meeting of the California Natural 
Gasoline Association at the Rio 


Hondo Club. 


Election of James B. Black of San 
Francisco as a director of Shell Oil 
has been announced. Black has been 
president of Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company since 1935. His appoint- 
ment increased to 20 the number of 
Shell directors. 


The probated will in New York 
of Mrs. Mary Harkness released 
$55,000,000 of her late husband’s 
Standard Oil fortune to charitable 
and public institutions. Mrs. Hark- 
ness, widow of financiar Edward S. 
Harkness, who died in 1940, passed 
away last June 6, at 76. Mrs. Hark- 
ness was the life beneficiary of her 
husband’s residuary estate of $55,- 
000,000. 


Al Heller, geologist and engineer, 
has forsaken his San Marino home 
for his beach residence at Balboa. 
He recently purchased a beautiful 
yacht. 
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Walling and Prestine 
Head Western Geophysical 
Figuring prominently in the or- 
ganization of Western Geophysical 
Company of America, as recently 
announced by Henry Salvatori, pres- 
ident and sole owner, is Dean Wall- 
ing, executive vice president of the 
former Western Geophysical Com- 
pany, who continues in the same 


capacity under the expanded oper- 


ations of the new organization. 
Walling graduated from Abilene 
Christian College with honors in 
mathematics and an A.B. degree, in 
1930. He spent most of the year 
1929 with Geophysical Research 
Corporation, and from 1930 to 1933 
was affiliated with Geophysical 
Service, Inc. He joined the Western 
Geophysical Company in 1933, and 
Was executive vice president and 
manager of operations at the time 
of the reorganization. He is a char- 
ter member of the Society of Explo- 
ration Geophysicists, and is also a 
member of the Petroleum Club of 
Los Angeles. 


Dean Walling V. E. Prestine 


V. E. Prestine, named vice presi- 
dent and assistant manager of op- 
erations for Western Geophysical 
Company of America, is a Rhode 
Islander by birth, and a graduate 
of Sheffield Scientific School of Yale 
University, with a master’s degree 
from the same institution in 1933. 
He began his association with West- 
ern Geophysical Company in 1935 
as computer on one of the field 
crews; rose consistently through in- 
creasingly responsible assignments 
to become supervisor of Rocky 
Mountain operations; and thence to 
his latest recognition as indicated 
above. He is a member of the Pe- 
troleum Club of Los Angeles, and 
has long been active in national and 


regional exploration associations 
and societies. 





With Ed Hilburn, general man- 
ager of the event, the discovery of 
oil in 1865 at Newhall set the theme 
for Newhall’s Fourth of July cele. 
brations. Sponsored by the Old 
West Association of Newhall, the 
day-long western pageant opened 
with a parade featuring more than 
50 floats depicting the early and 
colorful history of the town. 


Dr. R. V. Hughes, Stanford Re- 
search Institute, discussed labora- 
tory methods as an aid in the study 
of oil recovery by water flooding at 
a meeting of the American Mining 
and Metallurgical Engineers at the 
General Petroleum Auditorium in 
Los Angeles. 


Following 41 years of service, Joe 
Rankin of Texas Company, has re- 
tired. During the past five years, he 
served as Pacific Coast divisional 
purchasing agent. 


R. D. Roberts, Union Oil, was 
installed as president of the Los 
Angeles Credit Managers Associa- 
tion at a meeting of the group at the 
Los Angeles Breakfast Club. 


Treasury Rules on 
Superior Plan 

Superior Oil Company is the re- 
cipient of a closing agreement from 
the U. S. Treasury Department “re- 
lating to certain tax effects” in con- 
nection with the plan proposed by 
the company for reorganization 
whereby the assets of the original 
concern would be conveyed to two 
new firms, one that would retain oil 
assets and the other natural gas part 
of the business. Pending the closing 
agreement, the reorganization plan 
has been held up for some months. 
Superior’s legal department is 
checking the agreement. If it is 
satisfactory the company is ex 
pected to proceed with its plan to 
set up the two new companies be- 
fore the end of the fiscal year on 
August 12. Superior shareholders 
would receive one share of the oil 
company and two of the gas com- 
pany for each share now held on 
dissolution of the present organiza- 
tion. 
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Jerman & Bartee-Webb Well 
Marks Major Discovery 


The completion on June 13th of 
the Jerman & Bartee-Webb Well 
No. 1 in the southeast extension of 
Signal Hill, Calif., has attracted wide 
attention because it marks the first 
major discovery in this famous old 
field in many years. Top production 
of 1200 barrels per day makes it the 
biggest producer in the Signal Hill 
field in over 15 years. 


As in the case of so many enter- 
prises in the oil industry, the opera- 
tion had an unusual “human inter- 
est” background because of the 
personalities involved. R. W. Jer- 
man, who has been a successful 
driller of deep wells in Signal Hill 
for the past 11 years and is very 
favorably regarded in the oil indus- 
try, was responsible for the discov- 
ery of the DeSoto sand at Signal 
Hill; J. S. Webb, the leaseholder, 
had a casual conversation 24 years 
ago with A. A. Carrey, geologist on 
this well, and Carrey mentioned at 
the time the location looked promis- 
ing and suggested that Webb buy 
land in the area. Paul Stock and 
C. D. Cunningham, both interested 
in the development of the well, are 
popular figures in Western oil 
activities. 


Spudded in April 21, 1950, and 
completed 54 days later, June 13, at 
a total depth of 7,516 feet. It was 
plugged back to 6,440 feet and pro- 
duction brought in between 5,900 
and 6,400 feet. H. C. Smith rock bits 
were used, a total of 16 bits averag- 
ing over 400 feet each. 


Peak original production was 1200 
bbls. per day of 28.8 gravity oil, and 
the well was producing 1,500,000 
cubic feet of gas. Gasoline content 
of the gas was 1.68 gallons per thou- 
sand cubic feet of gas. 


On June 22, the well was beaned 
back to a production per day of 800 
barrels of oil and 850,000 cubic feet 
of gas. 


This strike proves up an extensive 
area in the southeastern part of Sig- 
nal Hill, south of the Signal Hill 
fault. At present, there are twelve 
wells being drilled in the adjacent 
area, and R. W. Jerman and Frank 
R. Bartee hold the major part of the 
land to be developed in the vicinity. 

Advancement in drilling technique 
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is credited by A. A. Carrey for the 
discovery well’s successful comple- 
tion. By use of modern rock bits, 
surveying, electric logging, and cor- 
ing, this well and many others in 
so-called “old” fields have been 
brought in. 


Jerman and Bartee are veterans in 
the oil industry, each with over 20 
years’ experience. The two men 
combined with A. A. Carrey, geol- 
ogist, last January, to open a new 
section on the north side of Signal 
Hill. In this location they com- 
pleted two producing wells and are 
now drilling a third. Jerman and 
Carrey were associated as far back 
as the early 1930’s, when they 
helped pioneer directional drilling 
and thus launched a considerable 
boom during that era in and around 
Sunnyside Cemetery, which is in the 
heart of Signal Hill. 


A. A. Carrey had faith in this pro- 
ject as far back as 1926. At that time 
he was only four years out of Stan- 
ford University. At one time he was 
chief petroleum geologist with The 
Texas Company, and has done work 
on between 500 and 600 wells on 
Signal Hill, where he entered con- 
sulting practice in 1928. His expe- 
rience also includes drilling 12 wells 
on the Hill. In the past seven years, 
however, Carrey has operated for 
half his time in the Rocky Mountain 


area, and he has an interest in 
several drilling projects in Wyo- 
ming, Colorado and New Mexico. 

Ralph Bennett, drilling superin- 
tendent on the Jerman & Bartee- 
Webb No. 1, is also a veteran with 
many years’ experience in both dril- 
ling and production in California. 

Paul Stock, financially interested 
in the well, is known through the 
West as the son of “Daddy” Stock, 
discoverer of the large Salt Creek 
field in Wyoming. Paul says he 
“figures he must have got the Midas 
touch from his dad,” and events bore 
this out when the younger Stock 
was credited with the discovery of 
the first commercial producer in 
Utah, the Ashley Valley field, which 
began development last vear. Paul 
serves as mayor of Cody, Wyoming, 
and still finds time to fly in his own 
plane to his ventures in Montana, 
Wyoming and Colorado. 

Another Wyoming man, C. D. 
Cunningham, is interested in the 
Signal Hill venture, having come to 
California from Rawlins, Wyo., to 
operate in the Ventura Avenue field, 
the Athens field and the new Signal 
Hill project. 





Left to right: H. C. Smith, president of the H. C. Smith Oil Tool Co.; R. W. Jerman: Paul 
Stock; A. A. Carrey: C. D. Cunningham; Ralph Bennett; and kneeling, Frank R. Bartee. 
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Oil Conservation 
Committee Elected 

The Conservation Committee of 
California Oil Producers held its an- 
nual election of officers at its organi- 
zation meeting on June 20, 1950. Mr. 
Bruce H. Robinson, of General Pe- 
troleum Corporation, was elected 
chairman for the ensuing twelve 
months. 


B. H. Robinson 


All of the Committee’s work on oil 


-conservation is carried out on an en- 


tirely voluntary basis. The district 
committee members are elected by 
vote of the oil producers in the State 
to represent the various fields and 
districts. There are 1097 operators 
with a total of 24,291 oil wells pro- 
ducing in California. 

The other officers elected were: 
First Vice Chairman, Chester F.- Dol- 
ley, of Atlantic Oil Company ; Second 
Vice Chairman, D. L. Caldwell, of 
Barnsdall Oil Company; and Secre- 
tary, Mr. J. L. Stephens, of Chanslor- 
Canfield Midway Oil Company. 

The election of new officers follows 
the general election of District Com- 
mittees by oil operators throughout 
the State, which was held in May. 
The Committee is made up of the 
chairmen and vice chairmen of the 
30 oil producing districts into which 
the State is divided. In addition, one 
representative-at-large was added to 
the elected membership. 

District committee chairmen and 
vice chairmen elected, who constitute 
the membership of the Conservation 
Committee, are as follows: 

District No. 1, Bruce H. Robinson, 
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Chairman, J. H. Gilliland, Vice Chair- 
man; District No. 2, H. S. Stark, 
Chairman, H. O. Woodruff, Vice 
Chairman; District No. 3,, C. W. 
Stephens, Chairman, F. T. Lloyd, 
Vice Chairman; District No. 4, Lloyd 
Williamson, Chairman, Walter E. 
Fisher, Vice Chairman; District No. 
5, M. T. Miller, Chairman, O. A. 
Graybeal, Vice Chairman; District 
No. 6, J. H. Sargent, Chairman, A. F. 
Turman, Vice Chairman; District No. 
7, Ross McCollum, Chairman, R. N. 
Ayars, Vice Chairman; District No. 
8, Lot Bowen, Chairman, Harry 
Campbell, Vice Chairman; District 
No. 9, J. L. Stephens, Chairman, H. 
W. Abruns, Vice Chairman; District 
No. 10, T. W. Bell, Chairman, Gor- 
don H. Wells, Vice Chairman; Dis- 
trict No. 11, W. M. Keck, Jr., Chair- 
man, D. S. Hare, Vice Chairman; 
District No. 12, Paul Andrews, Chair- 
man, Melvin K. Sween, Vice Chair- 
man; District No. 13, E. C. Babson, 
Chairman, K. R. Evans, Vice Chair- 
man; District No. 14, Wayne Glenn, 
Chairman, T. H. Rodgers, Vice Chair- 
man; District No. 15, Joseph Jensen, 
Chairman, O. I. Torkelsen, Vice 
Chairman; District No. 16, D. L. 
Caldwell, Chairman, Dean Sheldon, 
Vice Chairman; District No. 17, R. 
H. Garrison, Chairman, Warren Crad- 
dock, Vice Chairman; District No. 
18, H. G. Henderson, Chairman, L. 
W. Chasteen, Vice Chairman; Dis- 
trict No. 19, Wm. L. Hobro, Chair- 
man, J. A. Woodward, Vice Chair- 
man; District No. 20, E. Robert 
Burns, Chairman, Chester F. Yunker, 
Vice Chairman; District No. 21, T. 
H. Sherman, Chairman, R. M. Pyles, 
Vice Chairman; District No. 22, Don- 
ald L. Lord, Chairman, Quay S. 
Diven, Vice Chairman; District No. 
23, Sol Alexander, Chairman, Ray 
Earle, Vice Chairman; District No. 
24, R. Joe Stephens, Chairman, Jack 
Herley, Vice Chairman; District No. 
25, Emil Kluth, Chairman, Henry F. 
Power, Vice Chairman; District No. 
26, E. J. Bartosh, Chairman, L. R. 
Rogers, Vice Chairman; District No. 
27, Chester F. Dolley, Chairman, 
Walter J. Crown, Vice Chairman; 
District No. 28, M. D. Hughes, Chair- 
man, Emmett Jones, Vice Chairman; 
District No. 29, R. A. Holman, Chair- 
man, E. R. Smith, Vice Chairman; 
District No. 30, Earle A. Gray, Chair- 
man, H. F. Dangberg, Vice Chairman. 

The member-at-large is E. E. Pyles, 
of Jergins Oil Company. 
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Air-Powered 
Tubing Spider 


This tool is the first successful 
and complete power oper- 
ated Tubing Spider offered 
to the trade. It eliminates all 
the disadvantages of hand 
operated slips and in addi- 
tion offers unique advantages 
hitherto unobtainable. 


Fast - Safe - Strong 
Easy to operate. 


Write for complete details. 
"First with the Best" 


Aduance Oil Tool Co. 


2315 Carroll Park South 
Long Beach 14, Calif. 





Ann Best, who recently was trans- 
ferred from Texas Company’s Sig- 
nal Hill accounting office to the 
land and lease department in Los 
Angeles, was honored by gifts from 
her fellow employees. 


Dr. Louis C. McCabe, chief of 
the U. S. Bureau of Mines Office 
of Air and Stream Pollution, was a 
recent Los Angeles visitor. He was 
accompanied by Dr. H. Fraser John- 
stone of the University of Illinois, 
who joined with Dr. McCabe in 
commending the progress being 
made in the California city on smog 
control and research. 
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Hughes Tool Co. Plans 
2 Million Dollar Lab. 

Plans have been completed for the 
erection of the new $2,000,000 
Hughes Tool Company Engineering 
Laboratories in Houston, according to 
an announcement made by Fred W. 
Ayers, Senior Vice-President and 
General Manager of Hughes Tool 
Company. 

The building, covering 75,000 
square feet of floor space, will have 
in the two-story center structure, in 
addition to a basement, the Metallo- 
graphic Laboratory and offices on the 
first floor, while the second will house 
the Chemical Laboratory, Emission 
Spectrum Laboratory, Projection 
Room and Library. 


The 4,800 square foot east wing of 
the building will be occupied by the 
Welding Laboratory. In the 9,100 
square foot north bays will be the 
Laboratory Machine Shop, while the 
12,600 square foot west bays will be 
occupied by the Mechanical Testing 
section. In the latter, all kinds of un- 
conventional tests with drill stem con- 
nections and rock bits are conducted. 
The new field size drilling rig will be 
moved from its present location at 
Hughes Tool to the new laboratory 
and will be set up at the northeast 
corner of the building. 


=, : a ener rete 
'y a . ' oe i 
SAS ; 
* EN chert, 
A ? \ 


Architect's drawing of the proposed two million dollar Hughes Tool Company 
Engineering Laboratories. 
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The Hughes Tool Company Engi- 
neering Laboratories are a division of 
the Metallurgical Department, which 
is one of the three engineering de- 
partments under Daniel J. Martin, 
Vice-President-Engineering, and in- 
cludes the Research Engineering, 
Product Engineering and Metallurgi- 
cal Engineering Departments. In the 
proposed laboratory building, new de- 
signs and improvements on present 
products will be developed and stand- 
ardized. Continuous research, in ad- 
dition to that being done at the Ar- 
mour Research Foundation and the 
Battelle Memorial Institute, will be 
carried out here in search of better 
materials and advanced designs in 
order to make superior products for 
the oil industry. 

The new laboratory building is 
scheduled to be completed by June, 
1951. In addition to the present equip- 
ment, which will be moved to the new 
building upon its completion, a half a 
million dollars will be expended for 
new laboratory machines, technical 
apparatus, and equipment. The entire 
building will be air conditioned, in- 
cluding the working floor of the field 
size drilling rig. 

Consulting engineers will be Lock- 
wood and Andrews, while construc- 
tion will be done by Southwestern 
Construction Company. 





Shaffer Issues New Bulletin 

Shaffer Tool Works have just 
issued a new Bulletin which de- 
scribes in great detail the design, 
operation, installation and mainten- 
ance of the new Shaffer Hydraulic 
Cellar Control Gate. 


Any one interested in receiving 
this bulletin need only to write to 
the Shaffer Tool Works at Brea, 
California and the bulletin will be 
forwarded promptly. 


Eastern Nevada 
Interest Center 


Activities, preliminary exploratory 
drilling, are increasing in various 
areas in Eastern Nevada. Geo- 
physical Services of Los Angeles 
has been studying properties in 
Long Valley since early in the year, 
and a second seismographic crew is 
investigating other areas. Contin- 
ental Oil Co. is planning a deep test 
well in the Green Springs area to 
the southeast of Ely, Continental 
and Standard Oil of California are 
reported planning drilling in other 
areas, McCarthy Oil Co. has been 
incorporated for $2,000,000 by Ne- 
vada interests for operation in New- 
ark Valley, and the contemplation 
of drilling by several other com- 
panies in Elko, Lincoln, and White 
Pine counties has been reported. A 
study of the oil potentialities near 
the extensive shale deposits in the 
Hamilton region, formerly noted for 
its silver and gold output, is also 
reported to be in the planning stage. 
The Federal Land & Survey Bureau 
discloses that 1600 oil leases cov- 
ering 1,219,244 acres are in effect 
in seven counties of Nevada, more 
than one-third being in White Pine 
county. A large proportion of the 
leases are held by major oil com- 
panies. 
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Nothing in the world makes a 
woman madder than to see men out 
stag—and enjoying it! 


Too bad about 
Katherina Kitch; 
A sweater only 
Makes her itch! 


A large and wild-eyed rooster was 
chasing a hen. The hen dodged hys- 
terically and dashed into the road- 
way, directly into the path of a 
truck. Two old maids, seated on the 
porch, witnessed the tragedy. 


One pointed to: what was left of 
the hen, nodded her head virtuously, 
and said to the other: “You see! 
She’d rather die!” 


A girdle is a garment that pre- 
vents a lot of loose walk. 


Home is the place where a man 
can say anything he pleases—be- 
cause no one pays attention to him 


anyway. 


It seems the gate broke down be- 
tween Heaven and Hell. St. Peter 
appeared at the broken part of the 
gate and called out to the devil, 
“Hey, Satan. It’s your chance to 
fix it this time.” 

“Sorry,” replied the boss of the 
land beyond the Styx. “My men are 


too busy to worry about fixing a 
mere gate.” 





EXCLUSIVE 
OIL FIELD 
DISTRIBUTOR 


MACWHYTE WIRE ROPE 


“There’s a MACWHYTE rope 
that's the RIGHT rope 
for your equipment.” 


OF 


“Well, then,” scowled St. Peter, 
“T’ll have to sue you for breaking 
our agreement.” 

“Oh, yeah,” the devil, 
“where are you going to get a law- 


yeah’d 


yer?” 


“Liza, didya weah them flowers 
ah sent ya?” 

“Ah didn’ weah nothin’ else but.” 

“Lawd, gal, wheah didya pin 
"em?” 


“T shall now illustrate what I have 
in my mind,” said the absent-minded 
professor as he erased the black- 
board. 


“ THE Boys say 
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This remarkable 


POWER RIG & EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
5141 Anaheim-Telegraph Road 
ANgelus 3-3851 
Los Angeles 22, California 











Sure she’s easy to operate! But that’s not all. 
new American-National Horizontal Oil & Gas Separator handles a 
greater volume of gas because of its new super-efficient gas- 
scrubbing unit—and does it more effectively because of larger 
interface area between gas and liquid. Capacities up to 86 million 
cu. ft. of gas! Proved on low ratio foamy oil and condensate! 
Hundreds in operation. Our service engineers will gladly give you 


_ the complete time and money-saving details. Write or telephone 


today American Pipe & Steel Corporation, 2201 W. Commonwealth 
Ave., Alhambra, Calif. CUmberland 3-2181. ATlantic 2-3115. 
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